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THE SAVIOR’S SAGA – PART 14
LUKE 6:12-19

Note to self: In the face of strong criticism, the Lord Jesus Himself was 
dependent on His father’s answers through prayer.
 Question: Are you a “pray-after-you-act” person or a “pray-before-

you-act” person?
 The decisions Jesus was about to make called for great spiritual 

discernment; He needed a word from His father.
 Are you availing yourself of the Father’s input?
 Are you asking, seeking and knocking?

Or, are you doing what seems right in your own mind and 
then asking God to straighten out your fiasco?
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WHY WAS JESUS PRAYING?
 He was specifically praying for the 12 knuckleheads that would 

be His disciples, the guys we also know as the Apostles.

 Most of the Master’s men are little more than mere names to 
us, but the Lord knew them through and through—Doubting
Thomas, Devoted John, Diligent Matthew, Devious Judas, 
Dependable Andrew, Daring Peter, Discerning Nathaniel.

 It is likely that Luke had met them all, except for Judas, and that 
he knew about their homes and families—where they lived, 
what they did, and where they went. 

 Luke lists them all but mostly without comment. Luke 6:14-16
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KFC—THREE GROUPS OF FOUR 
 All of the Gospel lists (Matt. 10:2-4; Mark 3:16-19; Luke 6:14-

16; Acts 1:13) arrange the apostles in three groups of four, and all 
of the lists head each of the three groups with the same apostle. 

 The first group is headed by PETER, the second by PHILIP, and the 
third by JAMES, the son of Alphaeus. 

 Moreover, the men in each group are always the same, although 
sometimes the order varies within the group. 

 The leading apostle in each group likely supervised the others in 
his group.

 With the exception of Judas Iscariot, all of the apostles were 
Galileans, and the first group was the closest to Jesus.
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SOME DETAILS ABOUT THE DUDES
 The first five men were neighbors, all hailing from Bethsaida on the 

Lake of Galilee. 
 The Lord instantly recognized both the strengths and the weaknesses 

of Andrew’s brother and gave him a surname—Cephas (Peter). 
 Then there was another natural pair of brothers, both among the 

very first of the Lord’s disciples—James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee; this pair of apostles were the Lord’s natural cousins. 

 The Lord nicknamed them “Boanerges—sons of thunder.”
 Along with Peter, this pair formed an informal “inner circle” whom 

Jesus chose on three occasions for special revelations of His 
greatness, glory, and grief.
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GREAT MULTITUDES SOUGHT OUT 
JESUS v. 17-19 

 Jesus was a dynamic person if ever there was one. 

 He was vibrant, attractive, as bold as a lion, and as gentle as a lamb. 

 He was gloriously different in character, conduct, and conversation 
from the religious stereotypes with whom the common people 
were all too familiar! 

 They watched Him eagerly, heard Him gladly, hailed Him joyfully. 

 They gathered in outdoor amphitheaters on the northern slopes of 
the sea of Galilee, at places known today as the Mount of the 
Beatitudes and the Cove of the Sower.
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JESUS LOVED THEM ALL
Jesus turned away no one—there was no test for His touch, 

no procedure to receive His power! 
 The multitudes “came to hear him,” Luke says, “and to be healed of their 

diseases.” v. 17 
 Among those needy people were some who were “vexed with unclean 

spirits.” v. 18a 
 Others came with hungry hearts, aware of deep longings in their empty 

souls. “And the whole multitude sought to touch Him, for power went out 
from Him and healed them all.” v. 19

 The word for “power” is dunamis, which suggests inherent, invincible 
power; that power is available to you today!

And you and I are loved by the Master, too; no matter what we have done, 
where we have been, or how rough our journey has been.
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