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TWO QUESTIONS
LUKE 9:51-62

Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem was underway. The Boys do a bit of 
reconnaissance for the Messiah of Glory.
I. FIRST, THEY FACE A DISPENSATIONAL QUESTION v. 52-56 

 Dispensationalism (or economy—dollar/euro/yen/gold standard) is 
an evangelical, futurist, biblical interpretation that understands God 
has related to human beings in different ways under different 
biblical covenants in a series of “dispensations,” or periods in 
history. Economies of Law—Tabernacle—Covenants—Prophets—
Grace—Judgment.

 Our passage marks a new economy on the near horizon, a new 
dispensation—the Age of Grace.
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Lord, shall we kill them? Wipe them out? Fry these lousy Samaritan Half-
Breeds? Give them the fullest penalty under the law??

Samaria lay 
between 
Galilee and 
Jerusalem—
this was the 
shortcut

Caesarea Philippi

Capernaum

Normal route to 
Jerusalem through 
Perea along the 
Jordan River by way 
of Jericho



Nablus—Biblical Shechem



Samaritan Mount Moriah

Samaritan Holy 
Temple and City of 
Zion



Two Mountains, Two Choices Deut. 11:29
Mt. 
Gerizim—
Blessings

Mt. 
Ebal—
Curses

Biblical 
Shechem



Samaria is still 
hostile to Jewish 
Rabbis like Jesus; 
the people there 
are still in need 
of God’s grace.



THE DISPENSATION OF GRACE WOULD COME, AND 
ONE DAY WILL SWEEP THROUGH SAMARIA

II. SECOND, THE DISCIPLESHIP QUESTION v. 57-62 
 The next incident teaches us not only the character of our 

discipleship, but also the cost of our discipleship.
 What are you willing to give up?
 There are many considerations in life that can be a hindrance to 

walking in the grace of God.
1. FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS can be a hindrance. v. 57-58

 The Lord saw the weak spot in this man’s soul . . . 
POSSESSIONS.
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MORE CONSIDERATIONS
2. FAMILY CONSIDERATIONS can be a hindrance to dynamic 

discipleship. v. 59-60
 All of these things were legitimate concerns, but not for a true 

disciple. 
 The Lord was not against treating one’s parents with honor; He 

was against them becoming an excuse. “Let the dead bury their 
dead,” He declared, “but go and preach the kingdom of God.” v. 60 

 This man’s issue was his PASSIONS.

3. FORMAL CONSIDERATIONS can be a hindrance to discipleship. 
v. 61-62
 His issue was POSITION.
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THE THREE AREAS THAT WE ARE ALL SUSCEPTIBLE 
TO: PASSIONS, POSITION AND POSSESSIONS 

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone 
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is 

of the world. 1 John 2:15-16

THE TWO QUESTIONS: Dispensational and Discipleship

To live in grace is to live fully committed to Christ—
holding nothing back!
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