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THE DANGERS OF DISDAIN
LUKE 18:9-30

Oxford Dictionary definition of DISDAIN:
NOUN OR VERB
 The feeling that someone or something is unworthy of one’s
consideration or respect.
 To have open contempt.
TODAY, WE MEET THREE MEN WHO GOT IT ALL WRONG!
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FIRST, THE IRS AGENT
A. THE MAN WHO DISDAINED THE PRAYER OF A TAX COLLECTOR
Luke 18:9-14
 First, we are introduced to a story of two men, one a Pharisee
and the other an IRS agent (tax collector; publican).
 The focus will be on the Pharisee—the religious legalist hypocrite.
 Are you like the Pharisee in this passage—trusting in the endless
religious taboos to build a hedge around God's sublime but
simple laws and laying a yoke of bondage on everyone you meet?
 Are you trusting in your own ways and works?
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THE FARCE OF THE PHARISAICAL
The very word Pharisee became the Hebrew term for one who
was separated by his beliefs and practices.
 They disdained those who were ignorant of the weight of the
law and the necessity of nit-picking traditions.
 As a group, they were most noted for their hypocrisy—Do as I
say, not as I do.
 They were the incarnation of legalism, gossip, and slander
and they have many heirs in the church today!
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YOUR CHARACTER COUNTS
By sharp contrast, the publicans were the tax collectors.
 They owed their power, wealth, and privileges to the occupying
Roman rulers.
 They were dishonest and unscrupulous and despised by one and all.
 They were braggadocios and boastful—completely fake and phony.
 The outstanding characteristic of the PHARISEE was his self-reliance
and self-righteousness.
 The outstanding characteristic of the TAX COLLECTOR was his
simple and humble repentance.
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LESSONS FROM LITTLE ONES
B. THE MEN WHO DISDAINED CHILDREN Luke 18:15-17
 The next blindsiding attack upon the Lord's ministry came
from a sad source—His own disciples.
 They thought that children were nothing but a distraction to
the “real ministry” that they were doing.
 Once again, they showed how very little they understood of
the Lord's great love for people—especially children.
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MAD MOM SKILLS
These were spiritually amazing women!
 They wanted the touch of Jesus on their kids!
 Note that the mothers didn't want their children touched by THEM
—the Disciples.
 How sad is it when the church is the last place moms want their kids.
 Mark 10:14 adds that Jesus was “much displeased,” or “indignant”—
one of the rare occasions when the Lord is said to have displayed
deep emotion. Nothing could have displeased Him more than this
offensive act.
Jesus loved those little children—
Jesus loves all children, and so should we!
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OK, WHAT’S IT GOING TO COST ME?
C. THE MAN WHO DISDAINED THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP
Luke 18:18-30
 We begin with the ruler—a young rich one.
 We would have called him a yuppie—with a snobbish attitude
that somehow his wealth made him better and that money
was more valuable than the Savior.
 As drawn to Jesus as he was, this rich young man had a fatal
flaw in his thinking; he thought that he could do something to
inherit eternal life. Luke 18:18
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DO YOU THINK YOU ARE
GOOD ENOUGH?
Jesus immediately challenged this young rich kid.
 Would this young man accept the fact that Jesus was God, and
thereby absolutely good?
 The Lord continued to check his motivation—Have you kept the
commandments?
 He was quite sure that he passed that test with flying colors.
But Jesus promptly showed him that he had actually done no
such thing.
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PUT YOUR MONEY WHERE
YOUR MOUTH IS!
 You claim to love your neighbor as yourself—PROVE IT! Sell
everything you have.
What a challenge to a man who wanted to do something. This
is God's IRREDUCIBLE MINIMUM: Give me your life—all of it,
not part—all!
 Next comes the REALITY CHECK Luke 18:24-27
He was too used to being rich; money stood between him and
the Savior.
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Eye of the Needle

11

WILL YOU BEND YOUR KNEE?
Jesus made him an object lesson: The Eye of the Needle described
him exactly.
 He had a full safe but an empty soul; he thought he had everything,
but he actually had nothing.
 The rich young ruler's wealth was an encumbrance—a burden that
needed to be unpacked and unloaded.
 You must come on bended knee and broken hearted, willing to
leave the world behind!
The Lord has ways to even things out down here.
 God gives us more—much more. . .multitudes more. . .more than
you can imagine—an eternity of more!
DON’T LET ANY DISDAIN KEEP YOU FROM JESUS!
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