


OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST
HEBREWS 4:14-16

 The Grace and Mercy of our Great High Priest

 What verses of comfort for our human weaknesses! We can now boldly come to Jesus 
not for judgment or condemnation, but mercy and grace. In mercy knowing we will 
not receive what we actually deserve, but by grace instead receive what we do not 
deserve!

 The first high priest we find in scripture was Melchizedek, who also served as the 
ruler of Salem (Jerusalem). Literally, a type of Christ as Priest and King—much more 
on him when we get to Chapter 7.

 He not only offered sacrifices to God, but also ruled the people.

 After Melchizedek, the priesthood from Aaron’s line performed priestly duties only—
not ruling powers.

 This dual office would be fulfilled by the Messiah—the uniting of the office of Priest 
and King which was the Great Promise of Gen. 49:10.



THE GREAT MESSIANIC PROPHECY—SHILOH 
GEN. 49:10

Shiloh is the man of rest, the giver of rest or “rest-bringer.”  The Hebrew word 
Shiloh comes from shalah, “to have rest.” Who is this?

 The Scriptures are consistent in their emphasis on the Prince of Peace who 
gives His people rest. Isa. 9:6

 It was certainly not Moses nor Joshua who would lead the people into the final 
Sabbath rest, the perfect peace God had planned.

 Salvation in Jesus Christ is God’s perfect peace and rest. Rom. 5:1

 The Giver of Rest stands before every hurting person today and says:

“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.”

Matt. 11:28-30

 The nations of the world shall willingly submit to this High Priest’s rule. 
The result will be His peace. Phil. 2:9-11; Isa. 2:2-5



JESUS BECAME OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST

 The high priest had been their highest religious authority. The priesthood 
began with Aaron, Moses’ brother. Exod. 28:41

 Only the high priest could enter the Holy of Holies in the temple, and then 
only once a year to make atonement for the sins of the whole nation. Lev. 16

 Jesus is the “Great” High Priest, better than all the high priests of Israel, from 
Moses forward in history.

 Aaron was a high priest but Jesus Christ is the Great High Priest.

 Not only in His person but also in His position, Jesus Christ is greater than all 
other high priests.

 Aaron and his successors ministered in the tabernacle and temple precincts, 
in Jerusalem, once a year entering the Holy of Holies—Yom Kippur.

 Jesus’ ministry is anchored in Heaven, not in an earthly temple.



WHAT’S SO GREAT ABOUT JESUS?

Not only is He in heaven, but He is enthroned. He sits on His “throne of grace.” 
Heb. 4:16

 The mercy seat on the Ark of the Covenant was God’s throne in Israel 
(Exod. 25:17-22), but it could never be called “a throne of grace.” It was 
behind a veil intended to keep the average man out—including the 
regular/attending priests.

 The high priest alone went beyond the veil, and then only on the Day of 
Atonement—Yom Kippur. Lev. 16 

 But every believer in Jesus Christ is invited, and is even encouraged, to 
“come boldly to the throne of grace!”

 As believers in Jesus Christ, we can run to our High Priest at any time, in any 
circumstance, and find the help that we need.



JESUS OUR HIGH PRIEST IS SYMPATHETIC v. 14

Because Jesus, our High Priest, was made like us in His humanity, He 
experienced human life completely, including temptation. 

 He grew tired, became hungry, and faced normal human emotions and 
physical limitations so Jesus can sympathize with our weaknesses.

 Not only that, but He also was in all points tempted as we are.

 Jesus, in His humanity, felt the struggle and reality of temptation. 

 Matt. 4:1-11 describes a specific series of temptations from the devil, but 
Jesus probably faced temptation throughout His entire earthly life, just as we 
do. 1 John 2:16

 We can understand it this way: Jesus could have potentially sinned (which 
makes His temptation real), but we know that He didn’t sin (which means He 
never yielded to the temptations which hound us).



GOING BOLDLY IN! v. 16

Through His death on the cross, our great High Priest, Jesus, opened access to 
God. Now people can approach God directly because of Jesus’ sacrifice for sins. 

 Believers can come boldly and confidently to this Grace throne, because the 
king is also our Father, who loves us as His children.

 When we come to God, we are promised mercy. God’s loving-kindness and 
forgiveness not judgement and condemnation. 

 When we come to God, we will receive grace, God’s undeserved favor that 
will help in time of need. 

 No trial is too great, no temptation is too strong. Jesus Christ can always give 
us the mercy and grace that we need, when we need it. 

WHAT A GREAT HIGH PRIEST WE HAVE!




