


THE BETTER COVENANT 
HEBREWS 8

Jesus Christ is the High Priest of the New Covenant, the infinitely better covenant.
 Most scholars claim the Bible actually speaks of seven different Old Testament 

covenants, four of which—Abrahamic, Palestinian, Mosaic, Davidic—God made 
specifically with the nation of Israel. 

 Of the four, all but the Palestinian Covenant in Deut. 30:1-10 are unconditional in 
nature. That is, regardless of Israel's obedience or disobedience, God still will 
fulfill these covenants with Israel so they were and are wonderful in their own 
right!

 God designed them to be obsolete: That covenant shadow is now utterly 
replaced by the reality that we actually have a High Priest of the New Covenant.

 Chapter 7 explained that Jesus is a greater priest than any priest who had 
descended from Israel’s first high priest, Aaron. 



GOD’S RIGHT HAND MAN

Verse 1 quotes from Psalm 110:1, “The Lord says to my Lord: sit at my right 
hand.” (NIV) 
 This portrayal of Christ is a key argument for the deity of Christ in Hebrews. 
 It was a primary Old Testament text on the exaltation of the Messiah for the 

early church. 
 In Matt. 26:64, Jesus referred to the “Son of Man sitting at the right hand of 

the Mighty One” when He answered Caiaphas’s challenge, “Tell us if you are 
the Christ, the Son of God.” 

 This place at God’s right hand belonged to Christ because He is more than just 
a high priest; He is God’s Son.

 Jesus’ home is in God’s presence, and our eventual home is where Jesus is. 
John 14:1-6



OUT WITH THE OLD AND IN WITH THE NEW
 A New Sanctuary: This “true” place of worship does not imply that the 

tabernacle and temple on earth were false, but that they were imperfect 
shadows of the true and perfect place of worship.

 By extension then, the “old” way through the Jewish priesthood no longer 
exists, replaced by Jesus Christ—the ONE way, the truth, and the life. John 14:6

 A New Sacrifice: Christ’s sacrifice is all-sufficient; that is, all sins are covered in 
His once-for-all offering to God. Therefore, His role as priest, His sacrifice, and 
His service to God all surpass the plan under the old covenant.

 A New System: Christ was appointed High Priest of a new and better system 
that allows God’s people to enter directly into God’s presence.

 A New Pattern: As Moses followed a pattern given to Him by God, so your life 
should be patterned after the virtues and aspirations Jesus displayed. 



BETTER IN EVERY WAY v. 6
Jesus’ ministry and the new covenant are superior for several reasons: 
 They completely fulfill and replace the priests’ ministry and the old 

covenant—Jesus is a better servant
 They last for eternity because Jesus is High Priest forever
 They require no further sacrifices
 They accomplish what all the other sacrifices could not do—truly atone for 

and forgive sin
 They provide sinful humanity the opportunity to have a personal 

relationship with God as we see in v. 10-11
 The new covenant needed a new mediator —a “go-between” who could 

ensure that both sides fulfilled their part of the agreement

Jesus is the only Mediator!



FLAWED AND FAULTY v. 7-8
The need for a second covenant implies that the first covenant was faulty in some way. 
Does this mean that God ordered Moses and Aaron to begin a way of worship that was 
mistaken or poorly contracted? 
 No, but the old covenant was in every way preparatory for and pointing to the 

dynamic of the new covenant. Rom. 3-4; 9-11
 In its time, however, the old covenant was necessary. But it needed to be replaced 

by a better covenant, as was prophesied by Jeremiah and quoted in the following 
verses. Jer. 7:23-24

 Jeremiah prophesied about a future time when a better covenant would be 
established, because the first covenant, given to Moses at Mount Sinai, was 
imperfect and provisional. 

 The new and better way is the covenant of grace that forgives our sins and brings us 
to God through Christ’s sacrificial death—for both Jews and Gentiles.



FOUR MUCH BETTER PROVISIONS v. 9-12
 The truth is, the old covenant was broken, not once, but many times. 
 In the wilderness, they had received God’s laws and had made a 

covenant of obedience. However, they did not continue in God’s 
covenant, and by that disobedience, they voided their part of the 
agreement—it had to go!

 This new covenant has four distinct differences seen in verses 10-12.
1. The new covenant provides inward change.
2. The new covenant provides closer intimacy with God.
3. The new covenant provides deeper knowledge of God.
4. The new covenant provides complete forgiveness from sins. 

All four of these characteristics bring about a true righteousness that 
could not be known under the old covenant.



DESIGNED OBSOLESCENCE v. 13
When God initiated the new covenant, the old one was no longer valid. 
Meaning the old covenant was obsolete and would soon disappear, as was 
visually demonstrated just a few years after this book was written when 
Jerusalem and its temple were destroyed by the Romans under Titus in AD 70. 
This happened by God’s design, not an accident.
When Jesus said he came to “fulfill” the Old Testament law, He meant that with 

extreme precision in Matt. 5:17-19.
1. He would exemplify the full meaning of the law and prophecy, because 

it all pointed to Him.
2. He would also bring the law and prophecy to their intended completion.

Jesus brought a way better covenant! Hallelujah!
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