


A FINAL WORD
HEBREWS 13:18-25

Shepherds in Palestine today care for their flocks much as they did when 
this letter was written. 

 Several flocks of various shepherds often arrive at a well at the same 
time; when each shepherd decides to leave, he calls his sheep, and they 
follow him. 

 He doesn’t “herd” or whack them with a stick from behind; he leads the 
way—he goes ahead of them—personally assuring they get to good 
pasture, and his sheep follow his lead.

 The writer mentions the “eternal/everlasting covenant” which is a 
thread woven throughout the thirteen chapters of Hebrews, tying it to 
a vivid description of our Lord as the Great Shepherd.



WANTED: PRAYERS AND LOTS OF THEM!
The writer of Hebrews recognized the need for prayer—especially for 
leaders in the church. 

 Pastors are especially vulnerable to criticism from without and within. 

 We all need prayer for pride (if we succeed at anything) and 
discouragement (if we fail—which most assuredly will happen). 
Personally, I desperately need your prayers for just about everything 
you can spare some time to pray about! 

 The writer says he has done nothing wrong—“our conscience is clear”—
but requests prayers in order to continue to “live honorably in 
everything we do.”

 Instead of just praying once and considering our job finished, we should 
pray often for those in leadership.



THE DOXOLOGY
 This doxology (praise to God) describes God as the God of peace.

 This characteristic of God may have been included to promote harmony 
and to heal the disunity among the readers. 

 The writer wanted to encourage those whose faith was wavering due to 
persecution or to stress the peace between people and God that Jesus 
established through the Cross (such peace should carry over among 
God’s people).

 The next part of the doxology, “who brought up our Lord Jesus from the 
dead,” recalls the resurrection and exaltation of our Lord Jesus. 

 In one of His I am statements, Jesus called Himself “the good shepherd” 
and went on to explain, “The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep” (John 10:11). Praise God indeed!



A COUPLE OF REQUESTS
 First, that God would make you complete in every good work to do His 

will. (For more on good works, see Hebrews 10:24 and 13:16.) 

 Second, that God would continue working in you what is well pleasing 
in His sight.

 They had begun to do works that accompanied their salvation (Hebrews
6:9-10), but now they needed to mature in this area. 

 These verses from Isaiah 63:10-14 and Zechariah 11:4 include two 
significant results of Christ’s death and resurrection: 

1. God works in us to make us the kind of people that please Him.

2. God equips us to do the kind of work that will please Him. 

Let God change you from within and then use you to help others.



THE END!
 Readers are encouraged to take all the commands, appeals, rebukes, and 

warnings seriously, but also in the right spirit, realizing that the writer 
loves them and has only their best in mind. 

 Most New Testament letters end with greetings from the writer to others 
in the church and from the Christians in one locality to the Christians 
receiving the letter in another. 

 A final benediction ends the letter: Grace be with you all.

 Concluding with “grace” is an appropriate ending for this letter as God’s 
approval could not be won through ceremonies, sacrifices, or through 
following the Old Covenant’s system of laws. 

The gospel of grace, the Cross of grace—the grace of Jesus our Savior is in 
every way superior to the law. In Him we are free indeed!


