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THE BEATITUDES #9: HAPPY IN PERSECUTION
MATTHEW 5:10-12

Our Final Beatitude. Of all the beatitudes, this last one seems the 

most contrary to our human logic, reason and experience. 

 Let’s face it–the world does not associate happiness with humility, 

mourning over sin, gentleness, righteousness, mercy, purity of 

heart, or peacemaking holiness. 

 The Lord’s opening thrust in the Sermon on the Mount climaxes 

with this sobering truth: Those who live according to the first seven 

beatitudes are pretty much guaranteed at some point to 

experience the eighth– persecution.
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NUMBER EIGHT IS A TWO-FER

AKA, a single beatitude repeated and expanded. 

 Blessed is mentioned twice verses 10-11 but only one characteristic 

(persecuted) is given, although it is mentioned three times, and 

only one result (for theirs is the kingdom of heaven) is promised.

 Blessed apparently is repeated to emphasize the generous blessing 

given by God to those who are persecuted. “Double-blessed are 

those who are persecuted,” Jesus seems to be saying. Say what? 

Not sure I want that blessing!
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TRULY BLESSED PEOPLE ARE PERSECUTED

The person describe as “blessed” is in a right relationship with the Lord God 

through Jesus Christ.

 We are being conformed to the image and likeness of Christ where God’s 

heart is our life! Col. 3:27-29

 Such a person is approved of God and, as a result, is in direct antagonism 

to the values of the world system.

 This persecution is because the values and standards of Jesus Christ are in 

direct conflict with the commonly-accepted values and standards of the 

world.
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DEFINING PERSECUTION

Not all persecution is because of righteousness. Some is because you 

and I are ornery, obnoxious, oblivious and obstinate.

 The word “persecuted” means to pursue with hostile intent; thus, 

ridiculed, denounced, ill-treated, injured, threatened with death, 

inflicting injury upon you. 

The question becomes–why is this persecution happening?

 Answer: Because the world is inflicting suffering on people who 

hold beliefs that the world’s establishment frowns on. We are for 

Christ’s righteousness and against the world’s ungodliness.
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THE CAUSE OF PERSECUTION

The important thing Christ emphasized is “for the sake of righteousness,” and 
“on account of Me.” v. 10-11

 The believer is persecuted because he is a certain type of person and 
because he behaves in a certain way. 

 They are “righteous,” are those who have a right standing before God 
based upon the death and resurrection of Christ.

 The more like Him we are the more we are not like the world!

 Here are a few persecution scriptures for you to checkout: Heb. 11:33-38,  
2 Cor. 11:23ff, Acts 6:8-15; 7:54-8:1, John 15:18-25, 1 Pet. 4:13-14, Acts 
14:22, 2 Tim. 3:12 

 Notice this is not for legalism or libertine living.
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THE RESPONSE TO PERSECUTION

Jesus describes our attitudes when we are persecuted by saying, 
“rejoice and be glad.” v. 12

 The word for “be glad” is from the Greek verb agalliasthai meaning 
“to leap exceedingly.”

 The typical response of the unbeliever is to sulk like a child, to lick 
our wounds in self-pity like a dog, or just grin and bear it like a 
stoic, or pretend we enjoy it like a masochist.

 An example of how to respond is found in Acts 5 Paul and Silas 
were in the inner dungeon in the Philippian jail after having been 
severely beaten.
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YOU ARE IN GOOD COMPANY

Persecution is a “token of genuineness, a certificate of Christian 
authenticity.” 

 It is a “normal mark of Christian discipleship as being pure in heart 
or merciful.”

 Jesus and the writer of Hebrews reminds us we are in good 
company––they killed the prophets before us. Heb. 11:36-38

 Prosperity has often been fatal to Christianity, but persecution 
never.

May we wear that persecution as a badge of honor!
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