THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL – PART 1
ISAIAH 36

 Chapters 36 to 39 here in Isaiah, give us essential historic records, and
you’ll find that this parallels 2 Kings beginning with chapters 17 and
18.
 This leads us to believe Isaiah likely had access to the historic records
kept by the Jewish people; specifically, the kings and the priests.
 These chapters are very important to establishing the veracity and
accuracy of Scripture; if they are disproved, then the Word is not true.
 Good news . . . the facts presented in them hold up amazingly well,
with no major details in dispute with what we know of the ancient
Mesopotamians and their history.
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LACHISH CAPTIVES BEING SKINNED ALIVE
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ISRAELITE CAPTIVES FROM LACHISH
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ASSYRIANS, THE BIBLE, AND
ARCHEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE
 At least 14 Assyrian kings have been positively identified through secular

archeological research.
 Secularly excavated archeological finds—such as Assyrian annals, tablets,
orthostats, cylinders, paintings and reliefs—mention contact with ten
biblical Hebrew kings: Omri, Ahab, Jehu, Menahem, Hoshea, Pekah, Uzziah,
Ahaz, Hezekiah, and Manasseh.
 From 1949-1961, Dr. H.W. Mallow excavated at Kalhu/Nimrud. Nimrud is an
ancient Assyrian city located south of Nineveh on the river Tigris.
 His 12-year archeological dig yielded thousands of biblically significant
relics; including Assurnasirpal II’s Northwest Palace, Ashurbanipal’s Library,
Shalmaneser’s Obelisk, and Sennacherib’s Palace and Orthostat—the king
that is laying siege to Jerusalem here in chapter 36.
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THE CAUSE FOR THIS CRISIS
Isaiah 36:1-37:38; 2 Kings 18-19; 2 Chronicles 32
 Crises often come when circumstances seem to be at their best. Hezekiah
had led the nation in a great reformation; they had put away their idols,
restored the temple services, and sought the blessing of their God.
 But instead of receiving blessing, they found themselves facing battles!
“After all that Hezekiah had so faithfully done, Sennacherib king of Assyria
came and invaded Judah.” 2 Chron. 32:1 (NIV)
 The Assyrian invasion was a part of God’s discipline to teach His people to
trust Him alone.
 Even Hezekiah had at first put his trust in treaties and treasures (2 Kings
18:13-16), only to learn that the enemy will keep the wealth but not keep
his word. Every crisis in life is a choice—trust God or trust the world!
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LESSONS FROM CHAPTER 36
God’s great purpose in this “life of faith” that Christians live is to build
godly character and godly dependence.
 The world is not your ally; it is your enemy no matter how rational or
logical it may seem to trust in it.
 The world will never tell you the price you are going to pay for its help.
 Notice the parallel in this chapter to how Satan attacks our plans to
trust God.
1. He began by attacking their strategy.
2. Then he attacks their trust in God’s provision and resources.
3. Finally he attacks their leadership and loyalty.
 God summons us to walk by faith and not by sight. 2 Cor. 5:7
God had promised to deliver His people, and His Word would stand!
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