THE ONE AND ONLY GOD
ISAIAH 46-47

In Chapter 46 we get a vision of contrast between God—the true and the living
eternal God that created the heavens and the earth—and the false gods that these
people were worshipping.
 The tragic thing is these people were the Israelites, the descendants of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. They had known the One True God—Yahweh.
 Now they were no longer worshipping Yahweh, but rather Bel, who was the
Babylonian sun god, and Nebo was his son, the god of writing and learning.
 Yet as the Babylonians fled from the enemy, they had to carry their gods; but
their gods went into captivity with the prisoners of war! God assures His people
that He will carry them from the womb to the tomb.
 How comforting it is to know that the one true God cares for us before we are
born (Ps. 139:13-16), when we get old, and each moment in between!
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MANKIND WAS CREATED TO WORSHIP!
People will worship something; almost all humans will believe in something.
 There are an estimated 4,200 different religions in the world, and these
can be categorized into 6 main religious groups.
• Evangelical Christianity, Roman Catholicism, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism,
Buddhism—only the first four of which are monotheistic (one God).
 God now speaks concerning two of their false gods, and they had many.
 And so He speaks of their worship of these false gods; but He points out a
great truth here, and that is their false gods became a burden.
 Even the cattle strain under the load of them. So do people, just as we see
in the worship of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico.
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IS GOD CARRYING YOU? v. 6-7
It all depends on what kind of a god/God you want.
 Do you want a god that you have to support?
 Or do you want a God that will support you?
 You want a god that you have to carry?
 Or do you want a God that can carry you?
 You want a god that will bring you into captivity, or do you want a God
who is able to deliver you?
This is the contrast that has been made between the false idols that the
people had turned to when they had turned away from God, the true and
the living God. Yahweh can carry you, or you can carry your god.
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CAN YOUR GOD DO THIS?
Tell the future? There is no other god but Yahweh that is able to declare the
end from the beginning.
 Call Cyrus by name and tell of his exploits.
• Cyrus was the name of the Medo-Persian king that gave the decree
that the children of Israel might return from their captivity in Babylon.
Ezra 1:2-4
 Here Isaiah refers back to Chapter 45 where He said that Cyrus, the king
of the Medo-Persians, would be His instrument in releasing the children
of Israel from their Babylonian captivity.
 The one true God said that over one hundred and fifty years before Cyrus
was born.
 So God promises that their salvation and righteousness will be in Zion.
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GOD’S JUDGMENT CHAPTER 47
This may be hard for many to understand, but God absolutely uses evil kings;
and anyone who says differently simply has no idea what the Bible teaches.
 Case in point: Babylon. God has declared that Babylon will conquer Israel,
but because of the treatment that Babylon gives to the people of God, she
herself, though used as an instrument of God in judgment against His own
people, will also be brought into judgment by God. God does even use evil
for His good purposes.
 Now God speaks of the judgment that is going to come against Babylon
because of their treatment of His people, which will one day finally be
fulfilled as foretold in the prophecies of Joel and pictured in Daniel 2-5.
 You may well remember what Jesus spoke of in the Olivet Discourse about
when He returns to the earth. Matthew 25:31-46
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GOD IS ALWAYS THE WINNER!
You say to yourself no one sees, but there are watchers—angels assigned to
that task! God sees everything and God knows everything!
 You may remember King Nebuchadnezzar calling the counselors, the wise
men, soothsayers, astrologers in Dan. 2, and here again in Isaiah 47 we
find the same issue.
 The world of science and technology is amazing, tremendous
advancements have been made; but God is still a few steps ahead of us.
 Actually, some very foolish people today trust these same types of
demonic counselors—reading their horoscopes, or palms, or tarot cards.
 You don’t want to believe in God? All right, Mr. Wise and Wonderful, we’ll
show you how wise you really are. So God lets people believe in such
drivel—absurd, stupid, foolish, ridiculous things—once they’ve rejected
Him. Rom. 1: 18-32; 2 Thess. 2:11
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DON’T BE FOOLISH!
Once you reject the one and only God, you’re open, you’re susceptible to
anything and you’re gullible; ready to believe anything, including the false gods
this world has to offer . . . and they come in many shapes, sizes, and types.
And professing themselves to be wise,
God has allowed them to become fools.
 “For their foolish minds are darkened. And because they do not want to
retain God in their minds, God gives them over to minds that are reprobate
and devoid of God.” Romans 1:21-28
 So that men end up in the fiery pit. v. 15:15
 All of these wise men and astrologers, they won’t be able to save
themselves, nor will you.
Make sure you have the one and only God worth worshipping!
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