


THE RESTORATION OF ISRAEL
ISAIAH 48

Now God speaks about how He is going to restore the nation Israel through the 
Holy One, Jehovah’s servant, the Jewish Messiah—JESUS. 
 The tragic thing is these people were the Israelites, the descendants of Abraham.
 The Jews had become comfortable and complacent in their captivity and did not 

want to leave. Jeremiah (Jer. 29:4-7) reminded them that they were going to be 
there for 50 years so settle down; and so they built houses, gardens, and families.

 They had grown accustomed to the security of bondage and had forgotten the 
challenges of freedom. 

 The church today can easily grow complacent with its comfort and affluence of 
this earthly life. God may have to put us into the furnace to remind us that we are 
here to be SERVANTS and not consumers or spectators.
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A BEAUTIFUL NAME
Israel—“Man governed by God” 

It was a name that was given to Jacob by the Lord after Jacob had wrestled all 
evening with the Lord and finally surrendered weeping and crying. 
Genesis 32:24-30
 God says to Israel, You’ve only got the name, but it’s not a reality of your life 

and way of living.
 This is an unfortunate thing, and it exists so prevalently in the church today.
 There are so many people calling themselves Christians: so many actors, 

actresses, politicians, and athletes calling themselves Christians, 
 but you read of their lives and it is anything but Christian. 
Governed by God is not in name only, it’s supposed to be a lived-out reality!
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WHAT NOT TO DO OR BE! v. 2-10 
 Being a hardheaded, stiff-necked person, making God yell instead of 

whisper because He can’t get anything through your thick skull. 
 Do not make God teach you the same lesson twice; it rarely comes out to 

your advantage!
 Thinking that you are smarter than God, and that He should check in with 

you for advice.
 Make God put you through the fires of affliction because you are too dumb 

to surrender.
 Relying on God’s mercy and grace in such a way as to force Him into 

rescuing you from your own dumb decisions.
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BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU SAY AND THINK 
ABOUT GOD! v. 11-13

The greater your knowledge of God, the greater the revelation of God to your 
life, and the greater is the sin if you sin against that knowledge and revelation. 
James 4:17
 Notice God’s answer here to the secular, humanistic, scientific endeavor to 

do away with His creative genius! v. 12-13
 On the issue of cosmology—the origins of the universe and man—

humanists say chance and time; God and His word says plans and purpose, 
order and design.

 God is saying, Hey look, you’ve been worshipping these dumb little idols that 
can’t speak, they can’t hear. Actually, they are not worth worshipping, they 
are lies, much like the lies people believe today.
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COSMOLOGY, CREATION, AND CHRISTIANS
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LISTEN UP!
 God says, I have always loved My people Israel. I will punish the Chaldeans 

and the Babylonians in My judgment for how they treated the Jews.
 Verse 16 really jumped out at me. Who is this speaking? It would have to be 

the Creator Jesus. Notice the whole of the trinity here in this one verse—the
Lord GOD (#1-God the Father) and His Spirit (#2-the Holy Spirit) have sent 
Me (#3-Jesus the Messiah-Savior and Creator).

 God says, if you’d only obeyed My commandments, your peace would have 
been like a river; but there is no peace for the wicked.

 They made it out of Babylon. 
 The Bible says the same Jews that are rejecting the truth of the Gospel 

today—descended from the Babylonian slaves—will one day come to believe 
in Messiah. One day all Israel will be restored—saved.  Rom. 11:25-27
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