THE GLORIOUS REIGN OF THE KING
ISAIAH 60

We have reached the “home stretch” here in this amazing book—the Kingdom Age and
the Glory of God—the final seven chapters, Isaiah 60-66.

 “Grace is but the glory of God begun,” said Jonathan Edwards, “and glory is but
grace perfected.”

 Whatever begins with God’s grace will ultimately lead to God’s glory. 1 Peter 5:10-11
10But

may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus,
after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.
11To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

 That truth also includes the nation of Israel, the beautiful truth of Romans 11:26-32.
In these final seven chapters, he uses the word “glory” in one form or another at
least twenty-three times.
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THE RISE OF JEWISH INVENTION
AND INNOVATION v. 1-6
The Jewish people are in fact getting a significant amount of the world’s gold
right now through invention and innovation, just as this passage indicates.
 Invention and innovation may not be a domain where the Jewish people are
generally recognized; however, the truth might surprise you.

 One source for identifying history’s most significant inventions is the
Encyclopedia Britannica. In its last Almanac, it lists 321 “Great Inventions”
dating as far back as 13,000 BC.

 In fact, there are 13.7 Jews on the list. Don’t laugh, the fractional number
occurs because some inventions are attributed to more than one person.
 This is twenty-three times what one would expect—at less than 2% of the
world’s population.
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GOING FOR GOLD
The annual Nobel Prize awards each recipient (known as a “laureate”) a gold
medal, a diploma, and a monetary award of $1,145,000.00 USD.
 Nobel Prizes have been awarded to just over 900 individuals, of whom just
over 200 or 22.5% were Jewish; yet the total Jewish people comprise less
than 2% of the world’s population.
 In 2020, Israel was ranked 29th in the world based on GDP—Gross Domestic
Product.
 Yet it ranks as the 153rd smallest country—slightly larger than Fiji!
 In the world’s financial power rankings, Israel was ranked inside the top ten,
behind the United States, Russia, China, Germany, the United Kingdom,
France, and Japan.
 Israel’s median income is the 7th best in the world and its currency is the 6th
most stable. Indeed, God’s hand is upon Israel!
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NO WONDER THE JEWS DIDN’T WANT JESUS
In light of this prophecy of the glorious coming of the Messiah and the glory that
shall come to Israel when Messiah comes, you can understand the difficulty that
they had with Jesus Christ.
 Even His own disciples wondered when He was going to overthrow the Roman
government . . . bump off Caesar and get rid of the Herods.
 And His own disciples were troubled when He talked to them about His
crucifixion, as we see in Matthew 16:16-23.
 The Jews had great difficulty with Jesus as the Messiah because, as we saw in
Isaiah chapter 53, He would be not a military conqueror but a dying servant; so,
they would spiritualize these scriptures.
 As the result, they failed to recognize their Messiah when He came the 1st time
and rejected Him, even while He was fulfilling their own scriptures.
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BUT JESUS IS COMING AGAIN
Next week as we get into chapter 61, we will see in the prophecy here in Isaiah a
definite division between the two comings of the Messiah.
And it’s just within one verse.

 There is a break, and he immediately begins talking about the aspects of the
second coming of Christ in contrast to the aspects of the first coming.

 When He came to the synagogue in Capernaum back in Luke 4:16-22 and they
handed Him the scriptures to read, He opened the prophecy of Isaiah to what is to
us the sixty-first chapter and began to read to them.

 He read the first part of the chapter, but He stopped suddenly, closed the scroll,
and set it down. Jesus is coming twice—that was what they didn’t get—so Jesus’
dying was a problem with the Jews and His own disciples, because you have
passages like Isaiah 60 that tell of the glory of Israel and of the Jewish people who
were warrior patriots.
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NEXT ISAIAH SPEAKS OF A GLORIOUS
GATHERING v. 13-22
God’s glory had once dwelt in the tabernacle (Ex. 40:34-38), only to depart
because of Israel’s sin (1 Sam. 4:21).
 God’s glory then came into the temple (1 Kings 8:11), but it departed when
the nation turned to idols (Ezek. 9:3; 10:4, 18; 11:22-23).
 The glory came to Israel in the person of Jesus Christ (John 1:14), but the
nation nailed that glory to a cross.
 Today, God’s glory dwells in His church (Eph. 2:20-22) and His people
individually (1 Cor. 6:19-20); but one day, His glory will be revealed on the
earth when He answers His people’s prayer, “Thy kingdom come,” when
their Messiah returns to reign in Jerusalem.
 Israel will come home again (Isa. 60:4, 8), and all of them will know the Lord
personally (Romans 11:25-27) . . . not spiritually, but actually!
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GLORIOUS FUTURE REIGN OF THE KING
The glory of Jerusalem “in that day.”
 Oh, what a glorious time and day and place when the city, the walls are called
Salvation, the gates are called Praise.
 And so, enter into His gates with thanksgiving and into His courts with praise.
 Where people will just come to worship the Lord in great celebration.
 Here the Lord declares His purposes that He will accomplish in His time—the
glorious restoration of God and the work of God among His people, in His city
and among His nation. Oh, what a day when the Messiah comes again.
 And that’s what the heart of the Jew is yearning for today.
That’s what the heart of every Christian should be yearning for today, when
God’s righteousness shall cover the earth as waters cover the sea.
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