


DON’T FORGET YOUR PAST 
AMOS 4

The dangers of being obstinate about your past life…

About what you used to be and have been delivered from.

 ob·sti·nate (Webster dictionary): adjective: refusing to change 
your behavior or your ideas: difficult to deal with, remove, etc.

 Do not forget what God has delivered you from—ALL THAT 
WONDERFUL—do not deceive yourself about your past life,
living in Egypt with Pharaoh and his beautiful buckets of bricks. 
Num. 11:1-6 

 It was not actually wonderful no matter how fondly you think on 
it occasionally—it was bondage.

Do not be hard-headed or hard-hearted!



THE LORD’S SCORN FOR THE SOCIAL ELITE v. 1-5

THE JEWISH PEOPLE IN ISRAEL LIVED IN LUXURY (v. 1-3)

 What is luxury? The word “luxury” comes from a Latin word that 
means excessive or extravagant.

 Wealth itself is not bad; the bible does not speak of money or 
wealth itself as evil—it’s what we do with our wealth that matters. 
1 Tim. 6:6-10 

 It is loving money more than God that becomes problematic!

 Our wealth belongs to God—and to use it only for our own luxuries/ 
extravagance/excess is sin—no matter how much you go to church.



THEY LIVED IN HYPOCRISY v. 4:4-5

Holy Places became shrines to carnality and crazy living!

 The People said one thing and did another—they knew exactly 
what God had said and yet did exactly the opposite.

THE APPLICATION FOR TODAY’S CHURCH IS OBVIOUS. 

 It’s very easy for us to join a large, happy, religious crowd, 
enthusiastically sing rousing songs, and put money in the 
offering plate, and YET NOT BE CHANGED IN OUR HEARTS. 

 We become those hearers only who have deceived themselves. 
James 1:22



THE LORD'S SCOURGING v. 6-13
The Jews were obstinate, stuck in their sinful ways.
 GOD WAS IN EFFECT SAYING: You have totally forgotten what I 

have done for you—and you long for the “good Old days.”
 SO GOD CRIES OUT THROUGH AMOS:  Okay, you asked for it—here 

we go—get ready!
 As a nation Israel was obstinate. The false religion of calf worship—

appealing to the senses, indulgent of sin, served by a powerful 
priesthood, centered at popular shrines, and backed by the 
throne—had a firm grip on the nation. 

 It was nothing more than religious nationalism—hmmm… sounds 
familiar!

Therefore.. prepare to meet your God, O Israel. v. 12 



YOU WANT IT, YOU GOT IT!

HERE COMES THE UNABASHED TRUTH, NO NEGOTIATION.

Amos cried out, Okay, you asked for it: "Therefore... prepare to 
meet your God, O Israel." v. 12 

LET’S CONSIDER SOME OF THE DISCIPLINES THAT GOD SENT TO 
OBSTINATE ISRAEL TO BRING HIS PEOPLE BACK TO HIMSELF.

1. FAMINE v. 6

2. DROUGHT v. 7-8

3. DESTRUCTION OF CROPS v. 9



SOME THINGS YOU REALLY DO NOT WANT!

4. SICKNESSES v. 10a
5. DEFEAT IN WAR v. 10b
6. CATASTROPHE v. 11
7. ULTIMATE JUDGMENT v. 12-13

“Prepare to meet thy God, O Israel!” v. 12 was not a call to 
repentance, but an announcement that it was too late to repent. 

Be prepared by being responsive to His instructions!

AKA - DON’T BE OBSTINATE—STUBBORN—
HARD-HEARTED AND HARD-HEADED


