


THE ROLE OF WISDOM
JAMES 3:13-18

1. THE BROAD RIVER OF WISE LIVING v. 13
 James moves now from watching our words to walking in wisdom, which 

are closely related.
 A wise person does not need to boast or brag about his or her wisdom—it 

is fully evidenced by how they live. 
 The word conduct here refers to a lifestyle and everyday behavior; there is 

a consistency in wise living.
 Understanding comes from a word that means to have both skill and 

understanding, to know something really well. 
 The word for meekness is one that James has already used and means 

power under the control of love.



2. THE MUDDY STREAM OF WICKED WAYS v. 14 
Sometimes the negative accentuates the positive, just as a dark piece of 
velvet best reveals the glory of the brilliant diamond.
Similarly, James produces four exhibitions of things that negate wisdom 
in our lives. 
1. Take, for instance, the man with a bitter spirit: “But if you have bitter 

envying. . . .” v. 14a
2. Then consider the man with a belligerent spirit: “If you have . . . strife 

in your hearts.” v. 14b
3. There was also a boastful spirit: “do not glory.” v. 14c
4. But there was also a blinded spirit: “and do not lie against the truth.”

v. 14d



3. THE SOURCE OF WISDOM v. 15-17
THE OUTFLOW OF WISDOM v. 15
In this world two kinds of wisdom exist: The earthly, carnal, and worldly wisdom of 
unsaved people; and the WISDOM OF GOD.
 First, the THREE SOURCES of this human, earthly, or worldly wisdom. 

1. James begins with its secular source. Most human philosophy, psychology, 
science, and religion betray some secular, godless origins.

2. James points us also to the sensual source of earthly wisdom—our carnal 
fleshly minds, our propensity to sin.

3. Finally, James reminds us that earthly wisdom also has a satanic source: the 
Devil himself—“the rulers of the darkness of this age.” Eph. 6:12

 Second, the TWO OUTCOMES of worldly wisdom. v. 16 
1. It results in unrest—“For where envying and strife is . . .”
2. And it results in ungodliness—“. . . there is confusion and every evil work.”



4. THE SOURCE OF HEAVENLY WISDOM v. 17
A. First, James gives us its BASIC characteristic: “But the wisdom that is from 

above is first pure”—holy and chaste. v. 17a
B. Next, James gives us wisdom’s BENEVOLENT characteristics. James mentions 

wisdom’s motivation—it is “peaceable” (v. 17b); its moderation—it is “gentle” 
(v. 17c); and its mediation—it is “easy to be entreated” (v. 17d). 

C. He reminds us of wisdom’s BOUNTIFUL characteristics. He sets before us the 
thoughts that wisdom entertains—it is “full of mercy” (v. 17e); and the things 
that wisdom espouses—it is “full of . . . good fruits” (v. 17f).

D. James points to the characteristics that wisdom BRINGS. It is “full . . . of good 
fruits.”

E. Finally, James mentions wisdom's BALANCED characteristics. It is absolutely 
unbiased—it is “without partiality” (v. 17g); and it is absolutely 
unblemished—it is “without hypocrisy” (v. 17h).



5. THE POWER OF WISDOM v. 18
James summarizes this discourse. Those who are truly wise, who are 
endowed with the wisdom that comes from above, are peacemakers. 
 They exhibit that unique wisdom of the Sermon on the Mount 

generally, and the seventh beatitude particularly: “Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.” Matt. 5:9
 All of these characteristics of heavenly wisdom are incarnated and 

displayed in the Lord Jesus.



6. WHAT JESUS WAS IS WHO WE SHOULD BE!
A. He was pure.
B. He was peaceable. 
C. He was gentle. 
D. He was easily approached. 
E. He was “full of mercy.” 
F. He was “full of good works.”

 His life was an open book, a living epistle, known and read of all men. 
He sowed the fruit of righteousness. Jesus was incarnate wisdom.
 Nobody put it better than Paul: “In Him,” Paul said, “are hidden all the 

treasures of wisdom.” Col. 2:3

AND WE SHOULD BE JUST LIKE HIM.
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