


STEPPING OUT IN FAITH
JOSHUA 3

We now move from individual faith to corporate faith—
from Rahab to Israel.

 As we study, keep in mind that this book deals with much 
more than ancient history. 

 It’s about your life and the life of the church today—what 
God wants to do here and now for those who trust Him. 

 The Book of Joshua is about the victory of faith and the 
glory that comes to God when His people trust and obey. 



LET’S GO!
The overarching theme of the Book of Joshua is the same as 
the theme of the Book of Hebrews: “Let us go on.” Heb. 6:1

The only way for believers to go on is by faith. 

 UNBELIEF says, “Let’s go back to where it’s safe.”

 FAITH says, “Let’s go forward to where God is working 
even if it seems a bit risky at times.”

 During the time of the wilderness wanderings, the Hebrew 
people said, “We are not able!” That’s the response of 
unbelief, and it cost the nation forty years of discipline in 
the wilderness. Num. 13:26-33 



THE VOICE OF FAITH
1. The Word of Faith v. 1-13
In this chapter, we find several different messages, all of them based 
on the WORD OF GOD—which is the “word of faith.” Rom. 10:8 
 This is not modern heresy of speaking forth some form of blessing 

that God is now obliged to fulfill because you spoke it into 
existence through some supposed act of faith.

 Living faith always leads to action. “For as the body without the 
spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.” James 2:26 

A. THE OFFICERS’ MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE v. 1-4
 Get up and get going—God is moving!
 The ark they were to follow was the “throne of God,” the place 

where His glory rested in the tabernacle (Ex. 25:10-22) and where 
God sat “enthroned between the cherubim” (Ps. 80:1).



YOU CANNOT FOLLOW GOD IN FILTH
B. JOSHUA’S MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE v. 5

 Get right or get left—and get holy, not filthy!

 Some of God’s promises are UNCONDITIONAL, and all we 
have to do is believe them; while other promises require 
that we meet certain CONDITIONS. 

 We cannot follow Him dipped in the deadly disease of sin. 
Holy living is how we enter into the promised land in our 
lives.

 Since sin is pictured as defilement/dirt and disease (Psalm 
51:2-7), God has to cleanse us before we can truly follow 
Him. 



HELD TO A HIGHER STANDARD v. 6-8

C. JOSHUA’S MESSAGE TO THE PRIESTS v. 6 
 It was the priests who had to get their feet wet first before 

God would open the waters to the rest of the children of 
Israel. 

 The picture is that we who teach the Word must stand in it 
first—if we do not trust in the Word, nobody else will!

D. THE MESSAGE OF THE LORD TO JOSHUA v. 7-8
 It takes both authority and stature to exercise effective 

leadership.
 Don’t follow leaders who will not first do themselves what 

they ask of you!



THIS IS ABOUT GOD, NOT ME!

E. JOSHUA’S SECOND MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE v. 9-13 

 Joshua didn’t give the people a “religious pep talk.” 

 He simply reminded them of the promises of God—the 
Word of faith—and encouraged them to trust and obey. 

 Joshua’s God was more than just the God of Israel. He 
was “the living God” (v. 10) and “the Lord of all the 
earth” (v. 11 & 13).

 To Joshua, it was all about God not the messenger!



STEP UP AND STEP OUT v. 14-17
2. The Walk of Faith 
Unless we step out by faith (v. 3) and “get our feet wet,” we’re not 
likely to make much progress in living for Christ and serving Him.
 What a tragedy it is when God’s people fail to claim their 

inheritance and wander aimlessly through life as Israel did in the 
wilderness. 

 Joshua is a type of Jesus Christ—our Conqueror who leads us 
from day to day into the inheritance He has planned for us.
1 Cor. 2:9-10

 Israel’s two crossings in scripture were both by faith. The crossing 
of the Red Sea pictures the believer being delivered from the 
bondage of sin, and the crossing of the Jordan River pictures the 
believer claiming the inheritance in Jesus Christ. 

LET’S STEP OUT IN FAITH—AND CLAIM WHAT HE HAS FOR US!


