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Focus!
Connie's
Corner

Colossians 3:1–2 “Since you have been raised to
new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities
of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at
God’s right hand. Think about the things of heaven,
not the things of earth.” Colossians 3:1-2 (NLT)

Well, it’s that time of year again – the holidays season. The time we all experience a constant
barrage of Christmas music, decorations and commercials. It is during this time that I often laugh at
myself because I seem to have only two modes. I am either completely unfocused or hyper-focused
– I never seem to have anything in between. I could be talking to a person one moment, then
something will catch my eye and my mind is instantly transported to a completely different realm, in
a manner of speaking. Throw the holidays in the mix and I am amazed that I get anything done at all.
Thankfully, by the will of God, those times seem to be when I am hyper-focused and I get everything
accomplished that God intended. But that hasn’t always been the case. There was once a time when
I was so focused on creating the perfect holiday that I forgot what I should be focused on – and that
is who I should be thanking and whose birth I should be celebrating.
I remember one year I was preparing the Christmas dinner and I wanted everything to be perfect. I
wanted the turkey cooked to perfection, the stuffing moist but not too moist, and the mashed
potatoes creamy with no lumps. I was so focused on the “perfect” dinner that I hadn’t even noticed
that the oven never ignited because the thermostat was broken. So much for the perfect meal!
Thankfully, I was able to use a neighbor’s oven and the whole dinner turned out “okay”, in other
words, it was edible. But at the time I was frustrated, embarrassed, and just plain grumpy.
No doubt our Lord never intended us to celebrate a day of thanks or His birthday with long hours of
cooking, shopping, cleaning, and stress. Although some of those things have merit at times, I think
He would rather have us thinking of how truly thankful we are for God’s provisions and celebrating
the most amazing gift of the Son of God coming to earth. So let’s challenge ourselves to keep the
main thing (Jesus) the main thing this holiday season. When you begin to feel overwhelmed, think on
those things that bring comfort, peace and joy!

Blessings, Connie

“And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable,
and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of
praise.” Philippians 4:8 (NLT)

A little something to
help you focus on Jesus!
‘The Power Of The Cross’
by Casting Crowns
CLICK HERE

Holiday Survival Tips

Because He
Lives, I Can Face
Tomorrow
Titus encourages the older women to teach the younger women. Keeping
that in mind, we have asked our sister B. Ruth Allen to give you a word of
encouragement for the upcoming holidays.
Thanksgiving and Christmas are coming and there are many scriptures that
remind us how to keep our focus during this time. John 16:33 is one of
those scriptures. It says, “I have told you these things, so that in me you may
have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have
overcome the world.” (NIV)
Satan never wants us to experience the peace of God and he will use the
holidays to distract us. Thanksgiving and Christmas are not always a joyful
time for everyone. During these seasons, Satan will focus on making one
feel hopeless, low-spirited, and depressed. May I remind you there will
always be trials and tribulations, but we believers must hold on to the hope
we have in Christ.
For me, I have learned to take delight in the Lord knowing He will give me
every desire of my heart, as it says in Psalm 37:4. Remember, God is Faithful
in every season!
B Ruth Allen
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Great Quotes

Furry Friends

A Winning Strategy
“Keep your eyes straight ahead; ignore all sideshow distractions.”
Proverbs 4:25 MSG
When I was young I played all kinds of sports,
and eventually went on to play both basketball
and volleyball at the collegiate level. Those were
great years full of life lessons for me. One thing
that particularly impacted me was something my
coaches always did prior to any game. They
prepared us with a “game plan.” This involved
carefully laying out a plan of how we would play
against our opponent and defeat them. To do
this, we had to know both our strengths and our
weaknesses and then maximize our strengths.
This took focus and effort. If we got distracted
and veered away from our game plan, it never
ended well.
Life today is no different. As I wake up each day,
I realize in order to accomplish anything for
God’s kingdom I need to focus on my “game
plan.” One of our greatest challenges this side of
heaven is staying focused in a world full of
distractions! Truth be told, we are fast becoming
conditioned to distractions and it’s harming our
ability to focus on the one thing that is most
important—Jesus Christ. In fact, the most
dangerous distraction is the one that takes you
away from God. Paul understood this principle
when he said, “…this one thing I do, forgetting
those things which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are before, I press
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:13-14)

“Take one day at a time and create
space in your schedule so you have the
opportunity to pursue your relationship
with Jesus.”

What’s the “one thing” you need to do? With
the holidays just around the corner, I want to
encourage you to take time to refocus
yourself. Purpose that you will not allow the
enemy to get you off track or off your game
plan. Think about how you spend your time
each day. Be honest with yourself—is there
anything that’s getting more time and
attention than it deserves? Perhaps social
media, Netflix, or your phone. Or are you just
too busy and overcommitted? If so, come
up with a plan—a winning plan—that puts
Jesus in His rightful place. Take one day at
a time and create space in your schedule so
you have the opportunity to pursue your
relationship with Jesus. Silence all other
voices long enough to hear Him speak to
your heart. If you do this, I guarantee you
will find yourself with a game plan that’s
sure to bless your life and the lives of those
around you.
By Suzie Park

“Angeled” Eggs w/Bacon, Cheddar &
Jalapenos
INGREDIENTS
12 large eggs, hard boiled and peeled
1 cup mayonnaise
1 1/2 teaspoons rice vinegar
3/4 teaspoon ground mustard
1/2 cup of grated cheddar cheese
2 jalapenos, one seeded and chopped &
one sliced
6 pieces bacon, cooked, crisped, and
crumbled
Paprika
Servings 12
Preparation time 25 mins
Cooking time 25 mins

PREPARATION
Slice the hard boiled eggs in half, lengthwise.
Remove the yolks and put them in a mixing bowl.
Mash the egg yolks with a fork and add the
mayonnaise, rice vinegar, and ground mustard to
the mashed egg yolks and stir until well
combined.
Mix in the jalapenos, cheese, and bacon.
Fill each egg hole with the mixture.
Top with sliced jalapeno.
Sprinkle with paprika.
Chill until ready to serve. Enjoy!

Word Search Puzzle

Answers are on the last page.

Book Reviews & Resources
HIDDEN CHRISTMAS
by Timothy Keller
Even people who are not practicing Christians think they are familiar with the
story of the nativity. Every Christmas displays of Baby Jesus resting in a manger
decorate lawns and churchyards, and songs about shepherds and angels fill the
air. Yet despite the abundance of these Christian references in popular culture,
how many of us have examined the hard edges of this biblical story?
In his new book Timothy Keller takes readers on an illuminating journey into the
surprising background of the nativity. By understanding the message of hope and
salvation within the Bible’s account of Jesus’ birth, readers will experience the
redeeming power of God’s grace in a deeper and more meaningful way.

A LOST STAR NAMED STELLA
by Jackie Perucki
Stella is a sweet little star who loves to sparkle in the night sky. One
night, she gets hopelessly lost in the dark. After meeting three
different and equally unhelpful celestial bodies, Stella encounters the
Bright Morning Star who knows both her name and the way home.

Stella’s story was inspired by Isaiah 40:26 which says, “Lift up your
eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings
out the starry host one by one and calls forth each of them by name.
Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is
missing.”

ELIJAH
By Priscilla Shirer
Old Testament heroes are best known for their most celebrated moments:
Moses dividing the Red Sea; David slaying Goliath; Gideon routing an
insurmountable army; Joshua marching around the defiant walls of Jericho.
And Elijah—calling down fire on Mount Carmel.
Join Priscilla Shirer on this 7-session journey through the life and times of
the prophet Elijah to discover how the fire on Mount Carmel was forged in
the valley of famine. And how the emboldened, fiery faith you desire is being
fashioned by God in your life right now.

TILE
COASTER
CRAFT

These DIY tile coasters are easy to
make and take only a little time to dry.
They are fun to make with the family
and are wonderful gifts. These
coasters use scrapbookpaper but you
can use any lightweight paper to suit
your needs. If you choose to print your
own design, be sure not to use ink-jet
printers as the ink will desolve and blur.
Other than that have fun!

The first step in learning how to make coasters is to gather up your materials.
Here's what you'll need...
Materials for tiles and decorating them
4 tiles each 4" (10 cm) square
Mod Podge or other white craft glue
Paint brush for spreading glue
Scrapbook paper*
Pencil
Craft knife
Ruler
Can of spray gloss or semi-gloss polyurethane
You can find tiles at DIY stores like Home Depot or Lowes.
For the glue, I recommend using Mod Podge or another reputable brand. I've tried using
cheap white glues in the past, and some of them turn brown over time, which is
heartbreaking after you put a lot of work into a project.

How to Make Coasters: Decorating
Step 1
Cut out squares of scrapbooking paper (or photos) to decorate your
coasters. My tiles are 4" across, so I cut out pieces of scrapbooking
paper 3.5" across, to leave about a 1/4” border around the edge. Be
sure that cut papers are square otherwise your border will be uneven.
Alternative papers could be decorative napkins, music sheets, pages
from an old book, newspaper articles, photos, and even old homework!

Step 2
Make sure your tiles are clean and
dry. If they're greasy, then give them a
wipe with methylated spirits or
rubbing alcohol to clean them.
Completely paint the blank side of a
decorative paper square with Mod
Podge or white glue. Make sure you
go right up to the edges. It's best to
work on a piece of scrap paper that
you don't mind getting glue on.
Place the glued piece of decorative
paper onto a tile. Press on it firmly
to remove any air bubbles. I
recommend using a glass tumbler
as a rolling pin and using a rolling
motion from the center to the edge
of the paper to work out any
bubbles. The first time I did this I
just used my fingers and even
though I thought I was thorough I
still left some bubbles under the
paper which I only noticed once the
glue was dry.
Repeat the process for the rest of
the tiles. Have a cup of tea and a
biscuit and wait 15 minutes for the
glue to dry before going on to the
next step.

Step 3
Check for any bubbles under the paper. If you see any, pop them with a
pin and flatten them out.
Brush a layer of Mod Podge or white glue over the top of the decorative
paper. I like to brush all in the same direction.
Wait until the glue dries clear (about 15 minutes), then paint on another
layer, this time at right-angles to the first layer. It's really important that
you completely seal over the paper with glue, so that later the
polyurethane doesn't soak into the paper and discolor it.
Leave glue to dry overnight, so that it's completely dry before you apply
the polyurethane in the next step.
Don't worry if the dried glue has a ridged surface texture from the
brush strokes. When you spray the polyurethane on the coasters it will
create a beautiful finish and add additional interest.

Step 4
Waterproofing is essential,
otherwise the heat of the
liquid will make glue sticky
and begin to dissolve. Semigloss or gloss polyurethane
spray works well in this
situation. Spray a coat, let dry
and spray a second coat.
Allow 24 hours to dry before
using coaster.

Step 5
Attach felt squares to the
bottom of your coasters.
Most craft stores carry peal
and stick felt which makes it
very easy. You could also
use cork board instead of
felt.

All finished!
A ribbon tied around the
coasters give them the
finishing touch.

THE WOMAN WITH THE ISSUE OF BLOOD
Her Focus Was Jesus!
In the climate of our world today, it is so easy to lose focus on what matters most.
Our cell phones have become as valuable as a piece of precious jewelry. Health
issues, political issues, church issues - they abound and are waiting to steal our
attention if we let them.
Maybe as you are reading this, you realize your focus could use an adjustment. If
so, you are not alone! Let’s look at a story from the book of Mark that tells of a
woman who shifted her focus from her personal issues to Jesus, and that
encounter radically transformed her life.
Mark 5:25-34 details a story of an unnamed woman who had an “issue of blood”
for twelve years. Her focus was on doctors, who were unable to heal her, and
consequently she spent all her money in hopes of being healed. In modern terms,
she had a menstrual period that simply would not stop. However, her situation
was much worse than you or I could imagine because the Jewish Law declared
her to be ceremonially unclean (Leviticus 15:25-27). This meant she would never
be permitted to enter the temple for the Jewish religious ceremonies and anything
or anyone she touched became unclean as well. When she sees Jesus and His
disciples walking by, her focus immediately changes and she thinks, “If I could
just touch His clothes, I will be healed.”
By sheer determination, she managed to get through the crowd and touch the
hem of His garment. When Jesus realized that power had gone out of Him, He
said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from
your suffering.” What an amazing result of turning your focus on Jesus!

Take a moment and consider what Jesus could do for you if you turned your
focus on Him today. Do not let anything stand between you and your Savior.
Push through and touch Him. I guarantee you won’t be disappointed!
What about you, do you find yourself spending more time focusing on your
devices or on everyday problems? Read the questions and corresponding
passages below and allow the Holy Spirit to turn your focus to the
importance of the Word of God. Your results will be amazing too!
1. In our story there was a multitude of people in the crowd. Many
“bumping” into Jesus, but this woman purposely, reached out and
intentionally touched Jesus. Which person in the crowd represents you?
“Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and He will give
you everything you need.” Matthew 6:33 NLT
2. This woman suffered for twelve years without any hope until she saw
Jesus. Instead of sitting there defeated, she realized HE was the answer to
her problem. Jesus is the answer to your problems too. What do you need
Him to do for you today? Reach out and touch Him through prayer right
now.
“ The Lord will perfect that which concerns me; Your mercy, O Lord, endures
forever; Do not forsake the works of Your hands.” Psalm 138:8 NKJV
3. What obstacles prevent you from reaching out to Jesus? Busyness?
Feeling unworthy? Lack of focus, time, or faith? Pray for strength to push
through anything that may be keeping you from Jesus. Seek Him diligently!
“And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your
heart.” Jeremiah 29:13 NKJV

4. This unnamed woman from God’s Word gives us hope and
encouragement as she reminds us to keep our focus on Him.
“Behold, I will do a new thing, now it shall spring forth; Shall you not know
it? I will even make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” Isaiah
43:19 NKJV

Ministry Opportunities
Holiday Community Outreach
Join us as we help brighten up the holidays and bring joy to those in need in
our fellowship and community! We will be collecting food donations for our
Holiday Food Baskets. If you would like to donate, here are a few of our most
needed items:
Turkey (frozen)
Ham
Pies
We will also be collecting “the fixings”:
Stuffing mix
Instant mashed potatoes
Potatoes (whole)
Gravy Mix
Green Beans
Yams
Dinner rolls
Choose one or more of these items and
drop off your donations to the Welcome
Center during services or Church Office
during business hours.

Stay Connected

INSTAGRAM
ccsouthbaywomen

APP
Calvary Chapel South Bay

WEB
ccsouthbay.org/women

Word Puzzle Solution
”O HOLY NIGHT”
(Over, Down, Direction) ANGEL (7,7,NW) APPEARED (8,12,W) BEAMING (21,12,W)
BEHOLD (21,3,S) BEND (19,10,W) BIRTH (12,13,E) BRIGHTLY (2,1,S) CEASE (20,14,W)
CHORUS (8,6,NW) CHRIST (7,11,NW) CRADLE (6,14,NE) DEAR (12,6,SE) DIVINE
(16,10,W) ERROR (22,11,S) FRIENDS (10,8,N) GLEAMING (1,15,E) GLORIOUS (9,9,N)
GOSPEL (10,1,W) GRATEFUL (22,2,S) HEARTS (1,6,N) HOLY (2,13,E) HYMNS (21,5,NW)
LOWLY (4,9,NE) MANGER (1,8,SE) MORN (19,6,SW) NIGHT (20,9,N) OPPRESSION
(13,1,SE) ORIENT (12,11,E) PEACE (17,13,E) PINING (8,14,NE) POWER (9,15,NE)
PROCLAIM (18,1,SW) REJOICES (19,11,NW) SAVIOURS (21,2,SW) SERENELY (7,8,NE)
SIN (21,11,NW) SPIRIT (17,1,E) STAND (11,7,N) STARS (13,8,NE) STRANGER (11,1,SE)
SWEETLY (12,15,NW) TAUGHT (16,1,SW) THRILL (3,5,SE) VOICES (8,3,SW) WEARY
(17,15,W) WORLD (15,1,SE) WORTH (7,2,SW) YONDER (1,9,S

