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My Heart, Christ's Home



Connie's   Corner
 ““And since we have a great High Priest who rules
over God’s house, let us go right into the presence
of God with sincere hearts fully trusting Him. For
our guilty consciences have been sprinkled with
Christ’s blood to make us clean, and our bodies

have been washed with pure water.”
 Hebrews 10:21-22(NLT)

 

Spring
Cleaning

What is it about the end of winter and the desire to clean and freshen up the home? Perhaps it is
being cooped up those winter months and the desire for fresh, clean air? Whatever it is, every year
about this time I find myself wanting to clean my home. This ranges from wiping down the cabinets
to giving the carpets a good shampoo to spot painting the walls. Spring cleaning especially comes
into play when spring brings visitors. Our cleaning takes on a whole different level when we know
company may be inspecting our homes. 

But what about our personal lives? Do we put in the time and effort to “clean up” those areas of our
lives that may have been dirtied during a long winter? For some of us, it may be just getting off the
couch and attending church for the first time in a while. For others, it may be that you have
developed some bad habits during this time. Whatever the case, we all need cleaning from time to
time. Sometimes we have allowed the world to influence our lives in a negative way—by the movies
and TV shows we watch, what we read, and perhaps the company we keep. All these things can
cause our hearts to be “dirtied,” so to speak. But how does one clean up our heart? Thankfully, we
have a loving God that offers to do that for us and all we have to do is ask.

But there is a part we must play in the “spring cleaning” process found in Romans 12:1,2, which tells
us: “And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all He
has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind He will find acceptable. This is
truly the way to worship Him. Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God
transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s
will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.” The question we must all ask ourselves is are
we willing to surrender our lives and turn our will over to a loving God that can and is willing to clean
us up? 

https://youtu.be/pAfVWACPtw8


Blessings, 
Connie

Have you ever had an unexpected guest come to the door and you go around quickly picking up the
house? I have been known to throw dirty dishes under the sink, stuff food under the couch, and toss
dirty laundry into a closet. The problem with that was I was terrified that somehow they would look in
those places. In our own lives, we may try to “hide” all our dirty stuff, and we may fool some people.
However, God knows all our hiding places—those dirty closets that we don’t want anyone to see. But
God sees it all! There is nothing hidden from Him and He is just waiting for that moment when you ask
for help in cleaning up.

Titus 3:4,5 tells us that, “When God our Savior revealed His kindness and love, He saved us, not
because of the righteous things we had done, but because of His mercy. He washed away our sins,
giving us a new birth and new life through the Holy Spirit.” God loves us and He doesn’t want us
weighed down with the dirty closets in our lives. So, open those closet doors and let Him do the spring
cleaning in our lives, and discover the new life He offers through the Holy Spirit!

“And since we have a great High Priest who rules over God’s house, let us go right into the presence of
God with sincere hearts fully trusting Him. For our guilty consciences have been sprinkled with Christ’s
blood to make us clean, and our bodies have been washed with pure water.”
Hebrews 10:21,22



There is a nuance about “new”. Do you remember the feeling of riding a “new” bike for the
first time, or driving with your “new” driver’s license, or maybe it was wearing a “new” pair of
shoes? Whatever your “new” was, “new” somehow is coupled with an excitement or
exhilaration. Yet in contrast to the excitement, “new” also sometimes fosters an intrepid
reluctance to enter the unknown. The feeling changes a bit when you think back to the first
day at a “new” school, or your first day at your “new” job. There is no doubt that new
beginnings bring a variety of feelings and emotions. As I glance back over the years, I realize
that I have moved more than a handful of times over the course of my life. Some of those
moves have been across continents and some just across town. No matter how diverse, each
has brought feelings of excitement, as well as the similar underlying fear of the unknown.
What I have found interesting however, is that each time as the new place becomes familiar, I
always find myself asking; “What was I afraid of?” 

God desires new beginnings for His people too. When God looked on the affliction of His
people enslaved in Egypt, He desired a new beginning for them. He desired to bring them out
from the burdens of the Egyptians and into the land which He swore to give to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. (Exodus 6:7,8) Abraham left his familiar home and made his home in the
promised land like a stranger in a foreign country, and this, the Bible says he did by faith.
(Hebrews 11:9) In fact, within the list of those who lived by faith, mentioned in Hebrews 11,
many of them received their new beginnings by faith. Moses didn’t fear the king’s anger, but
left Egypt in faith, and the people too, crossed the red sea by faith. (Hebrews 11:27,29) 

 
 

New
Beginnings

By Andrea Lowe

"As our hearts turn toward Him in repentance and
turn from our old ways of living to walk in the
newness of life, we find that our very being is

a new creation"
- Andrea



NEW BEGINNINGS REQUIRE FAITH 

Unfortunately, after the great sea crossing, God’s people did
not believe and trust that their God who had led them thus far,
could care for them, fight for them, and provide for them.
Instead of heeding the faith-filled counsel of the only two spies
who believed God could do what He said He could, they
followed the popular opinion of the other ten spies who
convinced them not to obey the Lord and not to follow God’s
command to go into the land. (Numbers 13,14) Thus, we see
that what could have been an 11 day journey turned into 40
years wandering in the desert rather than experiencing the
blessing of the new beginning God had for them.
(Deuteronomy 1:2,3)

NEW BEGINNINGS REQUIRE OBEDIENCE

God desires new beginnings for us as well. He longs to show
us compassion, to move us from being dead in our sins to
being alive in Christ. (Ephesians 2:5) As our hearts turn toward
Him in repentance and turn from our old ways of living to walk
in the newness of life, we find that our very being is a new
creation. The old has passed away and all things are made
new. (2 Corinthians 5:17) Jesus spoke of a new covenant
(Luke 22:20), new wine and new wine skins representing a new
way (Luke 2:18-22), and even a new commandment (John
13:34). Upon Jesus’s departure, He left us His promise. The
promise of the Father. The Holy Spirit of God who would be
with us and in us, to lead us and help us. (Luke 24:49, John
14:26)

NEW BEGINNINGS REQUIRE WALKING IN THE SPIRIT

We cannot navigate on this new beginning God has for us on
our own. He sent His Holy Spirit, the Helper, for this very
purpose. As His presence led Israel, so He leads our everyday
experience, every step of the way. This is walking in the Spirit;
living our life surrendered to His leading and guidance to do
what is right. The mind controlled by the Spirit is life and
peace. As we bend to His leading and walk in His way, as we
allow Him to work and empower us to follow, we find a victory
over the flesh that leads us to the new beginning God has for
His children. 



NEW BEGINNINGS, NEW EVERY MORNING

For the many times, our heart and our flesh may have failed in walking by faith in God and
obedience to the Spirit, oh the mercy of God, that He is the strength of our heart and our portion
forever. Each time our hearts turn back in repentance to Him, no matter how many times that is, He
is open to receive us and again employ us to His service and the new beginning He has for us. Even
after Peter’s denial of His Lord, Jesus instituted His new beginning for Peter; “Do you love me? …
then feed my sheep.” (John 21) 

"Through the LORD’s mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. 
They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness." 

Lamentations 3:22,23 



Chicken Verde Quesadillas



Ingredients

• 2 tablespoons olive oil, divided
• 1 large sweet onion, halved and thinly sliced
• 1-1/2 cups (about 7-1/2 ounces) frozen corn
• 1 small zucchini, chopped
• 1 poblano pepper, thinly sliced
• 2 cups frozen grilled chicken breast strips, thawed and chopped
• 3/4 cup green enchilada sauce
• 1/4 cup minced fresh cilantro
• 1/4 teaspoon salt
• 1/8 teaspoon pepper
• 8 flour tortillas (10 inches)
• 4 cups shredded Monterey Jack cheese
• Pico de gallo, optional
• Sour cream, optional

Directions

1. Preheat oven to 400°. In a large skillet, heat 1 tablespoon
oil over medium-high heat. Add onion, corn, zucchini, and
poblano pepper; cook and stir until tender, 8-10 minutes. Add
chicken, enchilada sauce, cilantro, salt and pepper; heat
through.

2. Brush remaining oil over one side of each tortilla. Place
half of the tortillas on 2 baking sheets, oiled side down.
Sprinkle each with 1/2 cup cheese and top with 1 cup
chicken mixture, remaining cheese, and remaining tortillas,
oiled side up. Bake until golden brown and cheese is melted,
7-9 minutes. If desired, serve with pico de gallo and sour
cream.



But as I thought about it more, two thoughts came. First, God reminded me of the time when He
gently said to me, “A tree stays where I plant it.” It came as a rebuke that though creation could fully
yield to His Lordship, my wandering heart would not. Discontentment had been steadily rising in my
heart over all the things I desired but did not yet have, and it was apparently time for some real talk
about it. 

As I brought that weighty prayer (AKA I’m afraid You are not enough for me) to His feet, over and over,
I began to understand His heart for me. 

From Genesis 3:1-6, I understood that the devil is a liar and one of his most sticky lies is that God is
withholding good from me. 

From Psalm 23:1, I understood that if I want to experience a lack of “want,” I need to let Him shepherd
me. 

From Jeremiah 19:1-6, I understood that I had a choice to stay in His hands and let Him do to me as
the potter does to the clay. 

From John 4:11-14, I understood that the miracle of satisfaction comes only from the one who
doesn’t have a long rope or a large bucket or a deep well to pull from but is HIMSELF living water.

From James 4:1-3, I understood that my desires more often than not need to be put to death rather
than satisfied and those that are good and godly need to be entrusted into His hands. 

From Philippians 4:11-13, I understood that the “everything” I can do through Christ who gives me
strength includes contentment. 

My second thought? God is the waterer, the Living Water, the source of the green grass. Not me and
my striving. Every good and perfect gift comes from Him. The grass is greener where He waters it,
and my only job is to remain where He plants me. There is only one possibility when I do. I will bloom. 

I recently heard someone say, “The grass is greener where you
water it.” I was caught off guard by the turn of phrase and
pleasantly refreshed by its real-to-life quality. The tongue and
cheek of the original idiom was gone. The responsibility for
growing that elusive green grass was placed on individual, and
they were no longer a victim of keeping-up-with-Joneses. 

Bloom Where You're
Planted
By Allison Helvey



Great Quotes 



Book Reviews & Resources

More than ten million readers have enjoyed Robert Boyd Munger's
spiritually challenging meditation on Christian discipleship. Imagining
what it would be like to have Jesus come to the home of our hearts,
Munger moves room by room considering what Christ desires for us. In
the living room, we prepare to meet Christ daily. In the dining room, we
examine together what appetites should and should not control us. We
even explore the closets in our lives that Christ can help us clean out.
Munger's practical and profound booklet (now revised and expanded)
helps you give Christ control over all of your life.

The life of a woman today isn’t really all that different from that of Mary
and Martha in the New Testament. Like Mary, you long to sit at the
Lord’s feet…but the daily demands of a busy world just won’t leave you
alone. Like Martha, you love Jesus and really want to serve Him…yet you
struggle with weariness, resentment, and feelings of inadequacy. With
her fresh approach to the familiar Bible story, Joanna Weaver shows
how all of us–Marys and Marthas alike–can draw closer to our Lord:
deepening our devotion, strengthening our service, and doing both with
less stress and greater joy.

In the church today, we have everything buttoned up perfectly. The
music is flawless, the sermon well-prepared and smoothly delivered,
and the grounds meticulously kept. People come on time and go home
on time. But a fundamental element is missing. The business of church
has undermined the individual’s need to truly live for Christ, so much so,
that only a limited few are seeing their life impact the world. Dwight L.
Moody takes us deep into Scripture and paints a clear picture of what
ought to be an individual’s life for Christ. The call for each Christian is
to become an active member in the body of Christ. The motive is love
for the Lord and our neighbor. 



A Garden of
Miracles

Like most women, I love flowers of any kind and I am so thankful to
our Creator who has given us an amazing variety to enjoy. Each
flower has its own individual smell and intricate beauty. As
Springtime approaches, I begin to think of flowers, spring, and
gardens, and I cannot help but think about the garden where Jesus’
tomb was. Not only that, but I think of the loyal women who followed
Him all the way to that garden. Mary Magdalene is one of the faithful
followers that stood by Jesus at the cross. (Mark 15:40)

Many others had abandoned Jesus at that point for fear of identifying with Him - but not Mary! Broken-
hearted as she was, there she stood. What kept her there? Perhaps it was her unyielding devotion to
Jesus for all He had done for her. Even when her hopes and her world were shattered by His death,
Mary did not abandon Jesus - she headed to that garden tomb to pay her last respects. (John 20:1)

Picture with me this beautiful garden as the sun begins to rise on that first Easter morning as we see
Mary arriving at the tomb. She was fully expecting to see a lifeless Jesus, but instead she finds an
empty tomb. What happened? Where is the One her heart adores? She is weeping because all she can
think of in her despair is that someone has stolen His body. But to her shock, there in that garden a
miracle occurs! Just when all hope seemed gone Jesus appears to her. The minute He speaks her
name she knows it is Him! And like a flower blooming in the sunshine, Mary’s heart is opened to the
miraculous truth about her Savior - He is not dead He is alive! He has risen! (John 20:11-18)

May I encourage you to stop and think about a garden or even beautiful flowers and remember Mary
Magdalene and that garden of miracles? 

 As you think about the following:

1) When your heart is broken like Mary’s was, where or what will you turn to? 

2) How far will you follow Jesus? All the way to Calvary and beyond to the garden?

3) Will you listen for His voice of comfort when your own hopes have been dashed? 

Now take time to thank God for this word of hope:

“The Lord will guide you continually, giving you water when you are dry and restoring your strength. You
will be like a well-watered garden, like an ever-flowing spring.” 
(Isaiah 58:11 NLT)

By Pat Jackson 



No Sew Fleece Tie Heart
Pillows

These heart pillows are so easy to make! They use the classic summer
camp fleece tie pillows method and are the perfect Mother's Day craft for

tweens and big kids. 



Today, no-sew tie pillows and blankets are a popular craft, so why not make it as a heart-
shaped pillow?

These are fantastic as mini gifts, and you can even use fabric paint to add some sweet
messages when you’re done. I do recommend doing that last so you have more flexibility with
your tying, but you can also do it after cutting the fringe. Just make sure to leave good margins
and to let it dry completely before proceeding!

These pillows are perfect for anyone to make for a BFF or loved one. They are a great party
craft for tweens and teens. You can pre-cut the hearts to make it easier to do in a crowd, or let
them make it from start to finish.

Fleece is from among the more affordable fabrics, and the fact that you don’t need to “seal”
the ends – it doesn’t fray – makes it that much easier to make these adorable valentine
pillows with them! For these valentine pillows, you can either go with solids (which tend to be
cheaper) or mix them with cute prints like this plaid to seriously upgrade your project.

What’s Needed to Make Fleece Tie Heart Pillow:

• 2 pieces of fleece per pillow – suggested size: 9×9 inches although you can purchase more fleece           
and make a bigger heart

• Poly fill stuffing

• Fabric scissors (the sharper the better)

• Pen or marker



How to make fleece tie heart pillow:

1. Cut out a heart shaped template from  
 white paper. Make sure to make it no
bigger than your pieces of fleece. Use the
template to cut out the heart shape from
each piece of fleece.

2. Lay 2 fleece hearts on top one another and
draw a smaller heart on the top heart. I
suggest making it about 1 ½ inches smaller.
This smaller heart is used as a guide to cut
your strips.

3. Start from an edge and cut little strips,
about ½ inch wide, into the fleece,
making sure to stop at the smaller heart
you drew. Continue until you have strips
around the entire perimeter of your heart. 

4. Now take 2 strips that are on top each
other and tie them into a tight little knot.
Move on to the next 2 strips until you’ve gone
almost all the way around. Leave a little
opening so that you can fill your heart pillow.  
Stop with about a 2-inch opening.

5. Stuff some pillow stuffing into the
pillow until you like how full it is. Then
finish tying the last few strips together. 

Your heart pillow is ready to share with a
loved one!
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