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Changing Seasons 



Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could look forward to all the “seasons” in our spiritual life as well?  Often times
we grow, learn and mature during the difficult seasons of life that come in the form of a trial or test - I have
certainly known this to be true in my own life. As hard as many of the circumstances were, throughout the
whole season I felt God’s loving care, guiding me so that I could learn the lesson God intended for me. 

Why do we have to be “taught” in these seasons? For the most part it’s because we tend to learn best when
we see God’s hand at work during our trials. We see His love, His faithfulness and His wisdom when we let go
of the things that hold us back. What holds us back? Many things - but pride would be at the top of the list.
Our pride can, and will, get in the way of us turning our lives over to God’s loving hands. We have to learn to
let go of our perceived ability to control situations and let God take care of them. 

The true blessing is that God always gives us a reason to have joy even in the difficult seasons. In nature the
seasons are a balance – both harsh and beautiful. Winter can be bitterly cold while exhibiting immense
beauty in freshly fallen snow.  Ecclesiastes chapter 3 speaks of these contrasts, beginning with Ecclesiastes
3:1-2, “For everything there is a season, a time for every activity under heaven. A time to be born and a time to
die. A time to plant and a time to harvest.” This segment ends with Ecclesiastes 3:11, “Yet God has made
everything beautiful for its own time. He has planted eternity in the human heart, but even so, people cannot
see the whole scope of God’s work from beginning to end.” (NLT) 

As we enter fall let’s not focus on the fact that summer is over, that the leaves are falling and it’s getting
cooler, but instead focus on the beautiful colors of Autumn and fresh apple pies. Likewise, as we go through
seasons in our Christian lives, let's not only long for the beautiful seasons, but rather look for the beauty of
what God has waiting for you in every new season. Look forward to the refinement of your life knowing that
you will be better for it. None of us know God’s complete plan for our lives, however, we can trust in Him
because He created each of us for a specific purpose - He knows how to lovingly teach and guide us for that
purpose.  

Connie's 
  Corner

For Everything There’s
A Season 
Each season of the year has its good and its bad. I find it
fascinating that I look forward to each season with anticipation - I
guess it is because I like the change in climate, colors and
activities. As summer wraps up and fall is in the air, I long to see
the changing leaves of autumn, apples ripe on the trees and cool
nights. The funny thing is, I was looking forward to the summer
months with just as much anticipation! I love the long days of
summer, baseball games and warm nights. No doubt I will long
for winter with all its differences as well, followed by spring with
its color and the hope of new life.

 

https://youtu.be/pAfVWACPtw8


 To everything there is a season,
A time for every purpose under heaven:

A time to be born, and a time to die;
A time to plant, and a time to pluck what is planted;

A time to kill, and a time to heal;
A time to break down, and a time to build up;

A time to weep, and a time to laugh;
A time to mourn, and a time to dance;

A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones;
A time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;

 A time to gain, and a time to lose;
A time to keep, and a time to throw away;

A time to tear, and a time to sew;
A time to keep silence, and a time to speak;

A time to love, and a time to hate;
A time of war, and a time of peace. 

What profit has the worker from that in which he labors?  
I have seen the God-given task with which

the sons of men are to be occupied.  
He has made everything beautiful in its time.

Also He has put eternity in their hearts, 
except that no one can find out the work

that God does from beginning to end. 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-11(NKJV) 

Isaiah 43:18-19(ESV) tells us, “Remember not the former things nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am
doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in
the desert.” With each new season God is doing a new thing, He makes a new way when we feel like we are in
the wilderness. And although our first response is often to fight against a difficult season, let us instead wait
on the Lord and “perceive” what new work He is accomplishing in our lives.

So the next time you see a leaf fall from a tree, representing the end of a beautiful season, do not mourn - for
with the new season comes new life and color!
 
Blessings, 

Connie



l 

Sometimes, during difficult seasons, we can feel like
we will never break out.  But take heart, we have an

Advocate who intercedes on our behalf!  
 

 ”My little children, I am writing these things to you so
that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have

an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous.”  
1 John 2:1 



Our creator knew when He made the world that we would experience seasons in our
lives. No matter the season – whether good or bad – having a relationship with the Lord
through it all is of utmost importance. 

Solomon's point in these verses is that God has a plan for all people - He provides cycles
of life, each with its work for us to do. Although we may face trials that seemingly
contradict God's plan, these should not be viewed as barriers to believing in Him, but
rather as opportunities to discover that life’s problems have no lasting solutions apart
from God.

 
Timing is important, and as Ecclesiastes
reiterates over and over, there is a time for
everything. All of the experiences listed in
these verses are appropriate at certain times
and God has a perfect plan through it all.
However, when His timing doesn’t line up
with ours we can start to doubt or grow
resentful – that’s dangerous. Doubt can lead
to despair, rebellion, or moving against God’s
will for us. Whether His timing aligns with
ours or not, the secret to peace with God is to
discover, accept and learn to appreciate
God’s perfect timing in every season. Trust
the Lord! He loves you and has a plan for
your life. 

B Ruth Allen
Servant

 

We Serve a God of Seasons
Ecclesiastes 3

“Whether His timing aligns with ours or
not, the secret to peace with God is to

discover, accept and learn to appreciate
God’s perfect timing in every season.” 



Great Quotes 



 
May the Son shine in your heart as you seek Him through every season,

The Bible tells us there is a purpose, and for everything a reason.
 

There is a season of doubt as we question and wonder why,
A time when the Holy Spirit will faithfully hear our hearts cry,

 
There is a season of pain, of sorrow, and many trials may abound,

A time to search God’s Word where all our answers are found.
 

There is a season of growing older as we embrace so many a change,
A time to mentor the young with wisdom we have obtained.

 
There is a season to listen quietly for the still small voice in our ear,

A time to trust that God’s promises will never disappear.
 

There is a season to be thankful to Jesus for all that He gives,
A time to call upon God for as long as we live.

 
There is a season to rejoice in His mercy and grace,

A time to worship and His holiness to embrace.
 

Be of good cheer O’ daughters of God, 
The seasons in your life are His special design, 

 
 God knows the beginning from the end, 

 And He has made everything beautiful in its time.

“SEASONS”
 Written by: Pat Jackson 



If you’re in a season of waiting, you’re not alone. I recently realized that life is full of
waiting. And waiting is hard - we feel out of control, we question God’s timing, and we
sometimes feel forgotten. 

When you feel like your life is out of your control it can be uncomfortable. And who wants
to be uncomfortable? No one. But God makes it clear that we’re not in control, He is.
Proverbs 16:9 says it so clearly, “we can make our plans, but the Lord determines our
steps.” We make plans, but God has ultimate authority over how those plans unfold. 

When God’s timing isn’t our timing it gets harder to wait.
In the beginning, waiting doesn’t seem so bad, but after
a while it becomes harder and harder to endure. It’s then
that we start to question God. What’s taking Him so
long? Is He ever going to fulfill His promise? Yes, He will
fulfill His promise, but in His timing.

When we see other people’s promises being fulfilled, we
can feel left out or forgotten. Be assured, God has not
forgotten about you. He is working on your behalf. He
wants to give you exceedingly and abundantly more
than you could imagine. Don’t give up. Keep waiting.
This season will pass and before you know it, all will
work out according to His perfect timing.
 

”When we see other people’s promises
being fulfilled, we can feel left out or
forgotten. Be assured, God has not

forgotten about you.“

A Season of Waiting 
by Kristin Bebich 



Butternut Squash Soup

2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
1 large yellow onion, chopped
½ teaspoon sea salt
1 (3-pound) butternut squash, peeled,
seeded, and cubed
3 garlic cloves, chopped
1 tablespoon chopped fresh sage
½ tablespoon minced fresh rosemary
1 teaspoon grated fresh ginger
3 to 4 cups vegetable broth
Freshly ground black pepper

Ingredients



Instructions
Heat the oil in a large pot over medium heat. Add the
onion, salt, and several grinds of fresh pepper and
sauté until soft, 5 to 8 minutes. Add the squash and
cook for 8 to 10 minutes until it begins to soften,
stirring occasionally.

Add the garlic, sage, rosemary, and ginger. Stir and
cook 30 seconds to 1 minute, until fragrant, then
add 3 cups of the broth. Bring to a boil, cover, and
reduce heat to a simmer. Cook until the squash is
tender, 20 to 30 minutes.

Let cool slightly and pour the soup into a blender,
working in batches if necessary, and blend until
smooth. If your soup is too thick, add up to 1 cup
more broth and blend. Season to taste and serve
with parsley, pepitas, and crusty bread.



Fall Word Search Puzzle

Answers are on the last page. 



“SAY NO TO DEPRESSION”
Joni Erickson Tada speaks candidly about her struggle
with depression and how she gets through it. 

Book Reviews & Resources

Today we are desperately in need of examples of true
Christian leadership.  In the life of R.C. Chapman we have

such an example.  Chapman was a widely respected
Christian leader in England during the last century as a

pastor, teacher and a evangelist.  But he was best known
for his remarkable life of love. 

A WOMAN AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART
by Elizabeth George

Elizabeth George shares God’s Word and woman-to-woman
practical wisdom on how you can pursue God’s priorities by…
   - putting God first in your day, heart and life
   - improving your relationships with family
   - building a strong bond with your husband
   - raising your children to follow Jesus
   - growing in your service to others 

AGAPE LEADERSHIP
by Robert Patterson & Alexander Strauch

WATCH

http://youtube.com/watch?v=MjJxSCr8Edo
http://youtube.com/watch?v=MjJxSCr8Edo


Mason jars are all the rage for home décor. There are a million ways you
can decorate with them and here I’ll show you a fall craft that is so easy
even your kids can take a stab at. This decoupage mason jar project cost
me less than $5. I always have Mod Podge on hand, and the mason jars
only cost a dollar each from my local Dollar Tree. These autumn leaves
aren’t real, but you can try using real leaves too though I find that faux
leaves work better because the decoupage medium soaks through the
fabric leaf, allowing for easier application. I purchased the pack of fake
leaves from the dollar store as well. If you know how to decoupage, then
you know how to do this project! It may take some time, but this craft
makes great autumn décor for the home. 

 
 

Mason Jar Candle Holders

http://sparkandchemistry.com/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00B80TLOM/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=sparandchem-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B00B80TLOM&linkId=a645dce293b6c478f345e3c72cff6d6e


A sponge brush is optional for this project, as some people tend to just use their
fingers to apply. Personally, I like using a sponge brush over a paint brush, and I also
use my fingers when necessary. First, make sure the outside of your jar is clean. Wipe
it gently with rubbing alcohol to get any grease and grime off the outside of the jar.
The leaves won’t stick if the jar is oily or dirty. Then make sure your leaves are
malleable. Bend them a little bit to loosen them up. Stiff leaves won’t stick either. If
they are thin, fabric leaves, they should easily form around the jar. If they are real
leaves, you may want to dampen them slightly (almost the way leaves become after
it rains) to unstiffen them. You can iron fabric leaves as well to loosen the fibers.

Don’t try to get too perfect with laying the
leaves down. Leaves by nature have
imperfections and it looks more rustic
when all the corners are not completely
flush against the jar.

If you’re pulling your hair out with getting
them to stick, an alternative option is to
cut out pieces of napkin (that have leaf
designs on them); napkins are much easier
to adhere.

Some tips for completing:

Dampen or iron your leaves before you
adhere them so they become more
malleable.

Let the Mod Podge become very tacky
to the touch before applying the
leaves. If needed, pull off the plastic
veins on faux leaves to help them lay
better. (The leaves used in this craft
don’t have a plastic spine)

Use your fingers! It helps when trying
to mold the leaf around the jar.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000W5IACS/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=sparandchem-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B000W5IACS&linkId=6617f5532bf371c5d1bfebc2fd3360e7


To decoupage, dip your brush in the Mod
Podge and paint a thin layer on a section of the
jar. Once that layer becomes quite sticky
(check by dabbing your finger on it), place a
leaf on the jar. Paint more Mod Podge on top of
the leaf in thin layers, making sure to smooth
out the edges. Start in the center of the leaf,
and push your way out to the edges with your
fingers. It may take a few layers, but the leaf
should stick to the jar. I had to press a few
times to get the leaves to stick; but as the Mod
Podge dries, it should.

Don’t be afraid to use your fingers to smooth
out the leaf so that it is fully secure. Layer more
leaves on top, filling the jar with as many as you
desire. I didn’t cover my jar fully, as I like some
of the negative space in between the leaves.
Once all the leaves are on, it will take a few
hours to dry completely. The tiny edges of the
leaves may not stay completely down, but
when the look is complete, you will barely even
notice.
  

Finish off the top of the jar with
rafia or ribbon to complete the
look. Place a candle inside and
watch it light the room with
beautiful orange, red and green
fall colors!

This craft can be found at:
sparkandchemistry.com 

http://sparkandchemistry.com/
http://sparkandchemistry.com/


In the book of Acts, we learn of an amazing woman named Lydia. (Acts 16:9-15) She
might easily be overlooked in these few verses, but there is a lot we can gain from
following her example. She was successful in business and found favor in a culture
where women were not held in high esteem. 

Most importantly, she is a woman of prayer and a worshipper of God. Consider the fact
that she was a Gentile woman living in a Jewish world. How she came to learn of
Jehovah and how to pray to Him is unknown. However, it appears she started a women’s
prayer group that met by the riverside - that is where Paul the Apostle finds her praying.

As Paul shares the good news of the gospel, the Lord opens Lydia’s heart to the things
he spoke, and she readily accepts the truth of Jesus. In response to her newfound faith,
she immediately rounds up her household and they all get baptized. Now that’s a
woman who is a “doer” of the Word.

From that point on she not only opens her heart, but she opens her home to Paul and
his companions. Yet another gift – hospitality. Even though she was a successful
businesswoman, that is not what makes Lydia special. Her love of God and her new life
in Jesus is the amazing part of this story.

Lydia displays many Godly virtues that we 
can readily learn from her:

1)     She was a woman of prayer
2)    She was able to discern the truth
3)    She had the gift of hospitality
4)    She was hard working woman
5)    She was teachable

Consider which of these virtues you 
would like to develop in your heart and life.

Now, stop and pray for the Holy Spirit to 
help you be a “Lydia” to those around you.

Lydia, A Woman of Prayer 



Upcoming Events

Ministry Opportunities 

Reach out to someone in
your community that
may need some
encouragement. A quick
note or a gift basket lets
them know that they are
not alone in their
struggles. 
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