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Freedom in 
Christ
During this time of Fourth of July 

celebrations, I am reminded of the 

freedoms that we have in Jesus Christ.  

Our nation gained its independence 

through the sacrifice of many. However, 

for those of us who are believers in Jesus, 

our freedom didn’t come at the cost of 

thousands of lives. Just the life of the 

One. Everything we have in this life, the 

blessings, the provisions, the comfort, and 

the joy, came at a great cost.

When we received Jesus Christ as our 

Savior and Lord, we traded our life of 

slavery to sin for life in service of a 

wonderful Lord. But what does this truly 

mean?  In a society where we cherish 

the freedoms granted to us by the 

Constitution of the United States, how 

should believers conduct themselves?  

Do we conduct ourselves as citizens of 

Heaven or as citizens of the USA?  As 

believers, first and foremost, we are to be 

servants of Jesus Christ and citizens of 

Heaven.

We have many freedoms in this country, 

but if the freedoms allotted to us as 

Americans interfere with our calling as 

followers of Christ then our lives will be 

conflicted and wrought with difficulties. 

As believers, we have a choice – do we live 

our lives in the freedoms we have in Jesus 

Christ, or the temporary freedoms that 

our society and this world give us?

Galatians 5:13 tells us; “For you have been 

called to live in freedom, my brothers 

and sisters.  But don’t use your freedom 

to satisfy your sinful nature.  Instead, 

use your freedom to serve one another 

in love.”  For me, the freedoms I have in 

serving Jesus far outweigh the fleeting 

freedoms allotted by this world. I never 

want my “freedoms” in this world to hinder 

my ability to reach others for the Gospel. 

So I choose to use the freedom I have been 

given for His glory, to show the world His 

love, His grace, and His mercy by the way I 

live my life.  Let us all use our freedoms to 

serve one another in love!

“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 

because the Lord has anointed me to bring 

good news to the poor; He has sent me to 

bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 

liberty to the captives, and the opening of 

the prison to those who are bound.”

Isaiah 61:1

Blessings,

Connie

“When we received 
Jesus Christ as our 
Savior and Lord, 
we traded our life 
of slavery to sin for 
life in service of a 
wonderful Lord.”

Connie’s 
  Corner



“Filled Strawberries”

Directions:

1.  In a bowl, beat cream cheese confectioners’ sugar, and

     vanilla extract on medium speed until light and fluffy,

     about 2 minutes. Transfer to a piping bag fitted with a 

     ½ inch star tip.

2.  Trim ½ inch from bottom of each strawberry so that it 

     sits flat. Use a small melon baller to scoop out the center

     of each berry. Pipe cream cheese mixture into berries

     until it brims over the tops. Finish each strawberry with 

     a blueberry garnish. Store, covered lightly with plastic

     wrap, in the refrigerator for up to 2 hours.

Total Time:  15 minutes
Prep Time:   15 minutes 

Serves:  12

Ingredients:
   
    6  ounces cream cheese, room       
        temperature 

    4  teaspoons confectioners’ sugar

1/2  teaspoon pure vanilla extract

 12  strawberries, hulled

 12  small blueberries

Truth and Freedom: A Classic Billy
Graham Message  

https://billygraham.org/video/truth-freedom-classic-billy-graham-message/
https://billygraham.org/video/truth-freedom-classic-billy-graham-message/


The Women of the Bible Speak by Shannon Bream 
opens up the lives of sixteen of these Biblical women, 
arranging them into pairs and contrasting their 
journeys. In pairing their stories, Shannon helps us 
reflect not only on the meaning of each individual’s life, 
but on how they relate to each other and to us. 

From the shepherdesses of ancient Israel who 
helped raise the future leaders of the people of God, 
to the courageous early Christians, the narrative 
of the Bible offers us many vivid and fascinating female 
characters. In their lives, we can see common struggles to resist bitterness, 
despair, and pride, and to instead find their true selves in faith, hope, and love. In studying these 
heroes of the faith, we can find wisdom and warnings for how to better navigate our own faith 
journeys. 

The Women of the Bible Speak outlines the lessons we can take from the valor of Esther, 
the hope of Hannah, the audacity of Rahab, and the faith of Mary. In broadening each woman’s 
individual story, Shannon offers us a deeper understanding of each, and wisdom and insights that 
can transform our own lives today. 

The Women of the 
Bible Speak by 
Shannon Bream 



Tea Cup 
Bird Feeder

Project estimate
• Tea cup, on hand or $1

• Saucer, on hand or $1

• Chain, on hand or $1 and up

• Super glue, on hand

• Paint, on hand

Total: Free or $1 and up

Step one  
Glue the cup to the 
saucer as pictured.  Angle 
it slightly so the seeds 
can “pour” out.  

Step two
  

Paint a design on the cup.  
This cup has a pretty 
pattern, but you could 
use a stencil, instead.  
Use glass paint, nail 
polish or spray paint.

Step three
  

Run a chain or cord 
through the cup’s handle, 
and hang your bird 
feeder!
You could place your 
feeder on a post or stand, 
instead.



What is Freedom?
“Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be 
entangled again with a yoke of bondage.” Galatians 5:1

“Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous! For praise from the upright is beautiful.” 
Psalm 33:1

“Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.”  
Psalm136:1

“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him 
and bless His name.” Psalm 100:4

“I delight to do Your will, O my God, and Your law is within my heart.” Psalm 40:8

“For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 
overcome the world—our faith.” 1 John 5:4 

“Oh, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt His name together.” Psalm 34:3
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Sonshine Box Update
A great big thank you to all those who participated in our Sonshine Box Outreach!
With your help, we were able to uplift our sisters, encourage their hearts, and put smiles on 
their faces! Here are a few pictures of our recipients.  

The generous soul will be made rich, And he who waters will also be watered himself. - Proverbs 11:25



Pet Lovers Among Us!
Many of us have pets, and one thing is for sure – if you have them, you love them! Here 
are a few of the pet lovers among us showing the love with their furry companions!



A Widow’s Cry and God’s Provision

In this Old Testament story, we read of a widow who cries out to God in 

desperation. She had no money to pay her bills or to purchase food for 

herself and two sons. The only item left in their house was a jar of olive 

oil. 

She pleads with Elisha, the prophet of God, for help. “Your servant 

my husband is dead, and you know that your servant feared the Lord 

and the creditor is coming to take my two sons to be his slaves.” The 

sons would have to work off their father’s debt. (Lev. 25:35-39)

Elisha instructs her to borrow empty vessels from the surrounding 

neighbors and then, with her two sons, go into the house and lock 

the door. In obedience, and by faith, she takes her only jar of 

olive oil and begins to pour it into each empty vessel until they 

were all full to the brim. When the last vessel was full, the oil stopped. 

She sold the extra oil to pay off the creditor and had enough left over to provide 

for her family’s future needs.

No doubt, God is our provider (Jehovah Jireh). He is merciful and loving and takes 

care of His children (Psalm 146:5-9). In this case, He hears the cry of a poor widow 

and supplies her every need, present and future.

1. The widow immediately sought help from God, believing He would take care of her. What 

amazing faith! Perhaps, you have found yourself in a financial crisis with no way out, do you 

believe God will provide for you as well? 

“Look at the birds. They don’t plant or harvest or store food in barns, for your heavenly Father feeds 
them. And aren’t you far more valuable to him than they are?” Matthew 6:26 NLT

2. God provided not only for the widow’s financial debts, but for her future needs as well. As 

children of God, we are promised a divine inheritance and a future that will last for all eternity. 

Remember these scriptures during your difficult times. 

“ Furthermore, because we are united with Christ, we have received an inheritance from God for He 
chose us in advance, and He makes everything work out according to His plan.” Ephesians 1:11 NLT

“And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Philippians 
4:19 NKJV

3. The widow went straight to the man of God. She had no alternative but to call on God in her 

day of trouble. What will you do when trouble comes your way? 



Test Your Bible Knowledge
Jesus turned water into wine at the 
wedding in Damascus

Lazarus was healed of his blindness by 
Jesus

In the parable of the Good Samaritan, 
the tax collector passed by on the 
other side

Five loaves and two fish were used to 
feed the 5,000

Abel killed his brother Cain

The pure in heart are blessed because 
they shall see God

The Prodigal Son was hired to work as 
a shepherd

Jesus saw Zacchaeus up a sycamore 
tree in Jericho

Joshua sent three spies to Jericho 
who hid in Rahab’s house

Malachi is the last book of the Old 
Testament

Paul and Barnabas prayed and sang 
hymns to God at midnight before an 
earthquake shook the prison

The Tower of Babel was destroyed by 
brimstone and fire from heaven

The tenth plague upon Egypt was the 
death of the firstborn

Balaam’s camel was prevented from 
passing by an angel

Naaman was told to wash in the river 
Jordan seven times to be cured of his 
leprosy

Jesus healed the man with the 
withered hand on the Sabbath

Daniel spent three days and nights in 
the lions’ den

God created birds and fish on the fifth 
day of creation

Philip was one of the twelve apostles

Daniel was renamed Belshazzar by 
Nebuchadnezzar

The apostles received the Holy Spirit 
at the Feast of Passover

Paul the apostle was a tent maker

Ephesus was one of the seven 
churches in Revelation

Josiah was eight years old when he 
began to reign over Judah

Ruth first met Boaz on the threshing 
floor
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Answer “True” or “False”



Cool Gadgets
The right gadget can become part of your everyday life and help you with almost anything.
Here are just a few that you might find useful. 

Jar Opener

Heated Eye 
Mask

Colander Pot

Memory Foam 
Tablet Pillow

https://www.amazon.com/Pampered-Chef-Jar-Opener-2677/dp/B000BJUOP6/ref=sr_1_11?dchild=1&keywords=jar+opener&qid=1625617472&sr=8-11
https://www.amazon.com/treatment-Blepharitis-Therapy-Relieve-Syndrome/dp/B07P76NG3C/ref=pd_lpo_194_img_2/140-5622570-6948212?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B07P76NG3C&pd_rd_r=2a0f5768-dfa1-492a-9d8b-7acb55f1c369&pd_rd_w=h1egO&pd_rd_wg=h99dv&pf_rd_p=fb1e266d-b690-4b4f-b71c-bd35e5395976&pf_rd_r=1PC7Q0TQ5KDEPQ9T04DH&psc=1&refRID=1PC7Q0TQ5KDEPQ9T04DH
https://www.amazon.com/Bialetti-07265-Quart-Strainer-Nonstick/dp/B005PPP7MQ/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=Colander+pot&qid=1625612425&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Multi-Angle-Tablets-eReaders-Smartphones-Magazines/dp/B089CGLYMT/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=memory%2Bfoam%2Bpillow%2Bstand%2Bipad&qid=1625613174&sr=8-3&th=1
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Test Your Bible Knowledge
Answers

False, John 2:1-10, The wedding was at Cana
 
False, John 11, Lazarus was raised from the 
dead, not cured of blindness

False, Luke 10:30-36,  There was no tax 
collector in the parable

True, Matthew 14:17-21

False,  Genesis 4:8, It was the other way 
round, Cain killed Abel

True, Matthew 5:8

False, Luke 15:15, He was hired to work with 
pigs, not sheep

True, Luke 19:1-2
 
False, Joshua 2:1, There were only two spies 
sent

True

False, Acts 16:25, Paul and Silas were in 
prison, not Barnabas
  
False, Genesis 11:1-9, The Bible says nothing 
about the tower being destroyed

True, Exodus 13:15

False, Numbers 22:21, It was a donkey, not a 
camel

True, 2 Kings 5:10

True, Luke 6:6

False, Daniel 6:18-19, He only spent one 
night in the den

True, Genesis 1:20

True, Matthew 10:2-3

False, Daniel 1:7, Daniel was renamed 
Belteshazzar

False, Acts 2, They received it at Pentecost

True, Acts 18:3

True, Revelation 2:1

True, 2 Kings 22:1

False, Ruth 2, They first met in a field while 
harvesting the crop
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All 25 correct =   
Perfect, you are a budding theologian!

20-24 correct =   
Very Good, you should consider Bible College!

15-19 correct =   
Good Job, you are learning!

14 & below =   
Press on and keep studying, it’s all there in your 
Bible! 


