
1 
 

“So we praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son.”   
Ephesians 1:6 (NLT) 

 
 

LESSON 18 – GOD’S DESIGN FOR FAMILY 
 
Though there is no instruction manual for raising children, this week’s scripture gives simple and precise commands 
for just that. It is important to remember the context in which our scripture was written, and that it is to and for believers. 
For those of us who are parents, we would love to have our children obey us in everything - but that doesn’t always 
happen. Psalm 127: 3 says; “Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb is a reward.” There 
are times when it doesn’t feel that way. But if we keep our eyes on Jesus, follow His statutes, love unconditionally, 
and with much prayer, God promises to guide you in this adventure of raising children. 
 
Open your Bible and begin with a word of prayer. 
 
THIS WEEK’S SCRIPTURE:  EPHESIANS 6:1-4 (NLT) 
1Children, obey your parents because you belong to the Lord, for this is the right thing to do. 2“Honor your father and 
mother.” This is the first commandment with a promise: 3If you honor your father and mother, “things will go well for 
you, and you will have a long life on the earth.” 4Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger by the way you treat 
them. Rather, bring them up with the discipline and instruction that comes from the Lord.  

This Week’s Memory Verse:  
 
 
 
 

 

If you honor your father and mother, things will go well for you, 
and you will have a long life on the earth. 

Ephesians 6:3 (NLT) 
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As we study the following verses, it is important to note that children are NEVER to obey when asked to sin against 
God. Respect comes in many forms and we are always to give honor to our parents, but there may be times when 
we can’t obey them. 
1. We learned last week that wives are to submit to their husbands and the example we are to follow is Jesus himself 

when He submitted to the Father and died on the cross. This week we are looking at how children are to obey 
their parents. What promise is attached to a child’s obedience in verse 3? _______________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
a.  How does Proverbs 1:8-9 mirror what is spoken of here? ________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

b.  How should a child look at discipline according to Proverbs 3:11-12? ______________________________  
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

c. Hebrews 12:7-11 also gives children the right perspective when they receive discipline. Look up these verses 
and give a summary of what is being taught here and how we can apply it to not only parenting, but our own 
lives as well. __________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. It is a child’s responsibility to obey their parents and parents have their responsibility as well. Read verse 4 of this 
week’s scripture and note what it says. _________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  What additional information do the following verses give us regarding parenting? 
a. Deuteronomy 6:4-9: ____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

b. Proverbs 22:6: _________________________________________________________________________  
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
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c. Colossians 3:20-21: _____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Which of the above verses do you, as a parent, feel is the most important and why? ________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reflect – Respond – Result  
There is a lot to process regarding the parent/child relationship this week, however, the most important thing to 
remember is that our children are a gift from the Lord. We must depend on the Holy Spirit, lest we mess things up. 
We must also remember that our children are our brothers and sisters in Christ! All the scriptures that pertain to our 
fellow believers also pertain to our children. We are not to discuss our “child difficulties” until we have first discussed 
it with our child. Remember what 1 Peter 4:8 (NLT) tells us, “Most important of all, continue to show deep love for 
each other, for love covers a multitude of sins.” At times we can inadvertently humiliate our children by talking about 
them to others when it was a misunderstanding or it could have been resolved. Write down some areas that you know 
can use improvement, pray over this list, and see the Lord work in His mighty ways! 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Notes & Prayers 

              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
               


