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“So we praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son.” 
Ephesians 1:6 (NLT) 

 
 

LESSON 19 – GOD’S DESIGN FOR THE WORKPLACE 
 
As with most subjects in the Word of God, context is everything. The first word of this week’s scripture is “slave”. It is 
very important to understand that we are not talking about the abomination of human slavery in our countries’ history. 
In fact, the Bible speaks of this action very pointedly in Exodus 21:16 when it states, “Whoever steals a man and sells 
him, and anyone found in possession of him, shall be put to death.” When Paul wrote the book of Ephesians he knew 
the Old Testament law, and therefore wouldn’t speak of slavery so candidly. So what does our scripture mean when 
it says “slave”? In order to understand this we must look back at the Old Testament. In Exodus, the Levitical Law put 
a system in place by which a person, usually due to poverty or unpaid debt, could commit to an employment 
arrangement and in turn their employer would pay off their debts. They were also known as bondservants. This was 
limited to six years, and on the seventh year it was commanded that they be set free (Ex. 21:1-16). So essentially the 
“owner” would be an employer for a committed length of time. The employer was to feed and house the employee 
and there were specific guidelines on how to treat these employees. It is with this in mind that we fast-forward to 
modern times.    
 
 
Open your Bible and begin with a word of prayer. 
 
THIS WEEK’S SCRIPTURE:  EPHESIANS 6:5-9 (NLT) 
5Slaves, obey your earthly masters with deep respect and fear. Serve them sincerely as you would serve Christ.  6Try 
to please them all the time, not just when they are watching you. As slaves of Christ, do the will of God with all your 
heart. 7Work with enthusiasm, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for people. 8Remember that the 
Lord will reward each one of us for the good we do, whether we are slaves or free. 9Masters, treat your slaves in the 
same way. Don’t threaten them; remember, you both have the same Master in heaven, and he has no favorites.  
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This Week’s Memory Verse:  
 
 
 
 

 

Since we have established that the word “slave” in this context is an employee and “master” is an employer, the rest 
of the questions and scripture references will reflect this. 

1. According to this week’s scripture what kind of work ethic are we supposed to have as employees? 
a. Vs. 5: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
b. Vs. 6: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
c. Vs. 7: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Verse 9 of this week’s scripture turns its attention to the employer. What responsibility do they have? 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  Now let’s look at the “why” found in verse 8. What is the reason given for being the best employee or the best 
employer? _______________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. It all comes down to being a good example to the world.  Whether you are an employee or employer, what do the 
following verses tell us about our responsibility to show Jesus Christ to others? 
a. Acts 20:35: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
b. Romans 15:1-2: ________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
c. Colossians 3:23: _______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Work with enthusiasm, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for people. 
Ephesians 6:7 (NLT) 
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Reflect – Respond – Result  
Whether you are an employee, an employer, or work at home, we are all commanded to serve others as we serve 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. He is our example through His humility, His servant’s heart and He literally died to 
self. Look at the verses below and write a brief description of how you can be a better servant and follow Jesus’ 
example. 
 

Humility - Philippians 2:1-7(ESV)  
“So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and 
sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of 
you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.”   
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Servant’s Heart - Matthew 12:15-21(NLT)  
“But Jesus knew what they were planning. So he left that area, and many people followed him. He healed all the 
sick among them, but he warned them not to reveal who he was.  This fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah concerning 
him:  “Look at my Servant, whom I have chosen. He is my Beloved, who pleases me. I will put my Spirit upon him, 
and he will proclaim justice to the nations. He will not fight or shout or raise his voice in public.   He will not crush 
the weakest reed or put out a flickering candle. Finally he will cause justice to be victorious. And his name will be 
the hope of all the world.” 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dying to Self - Luke 9:23-25(NLT)  
“Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your 
cross daily, and follow me.  If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, 
you will save it.  And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but are yourself lost or destroyed?”   
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Notes & Prayers 

              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
               


